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His Precious Name 
By F. G. Crisp 


UST one word of meaning rare, 

Antidote for every care, 

Take it, brgathe it oft in prayer, 
Tis the name of JESUS. 


Comfort here for heart and mind, 
Grace and glory, too, combined, 
Love and joy and peace, I find, 

In the name of JESUS. 


Pardon here for all thy guilt, 

Twas for thee His blood was spilt, 
Thou mayst claim it if thou wilt, 
In the name of JESUS. 


When our walk on earth is past, 
When we reach our Home at last, 
Then with rapture unsurpassed, 
We'll behold our JESUS. 


wg 


The Key to the Reformation 


‘Underlying the Christian life from 
beginning to end is the great principle 
of faith, “For by grace are-ye saved 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God: not of 
Works, lest any man should boast” (Eph, 
28,9). “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). “Above all, taking 
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall 
beable to quench all the fiery darts of 
the Wicked” (Eph. 6:16). “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the 
Widence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 


. Bs 


But this principle was all but lost to 
the Church, until Martin Luther became 
the mighty instrument in God’s hand to 
restore it. It is well to look back from 
time to time and review the facts, and 
let the heart be filled again with thanks- 
giving for the glorious light of the Ref- 
ormation. The‘story of the text that 
set Luther free can be traced in the 
“History of the Reformation of the Six- 
teenth Century,” by J. H. Merle D’ Au- 
bigné, D.D., president of the Theological 
School of Geneva, and vice-president of 
the Société Evangélique (published long 
ago by the American Tract Society, un- 
dated, now out of print). Martin 
Luther was called to teach at the new 
university at Wittemberg founded in 
1502 by Frederick the Elector. “He be- 
gan his course by explaining the Psalms, 
and thence passed to the Epistle to the 
Romans. . . . On one occasion, having 
reached the seventeenth verse of the 
first chapter, he read this passage from 
the prophet Habakkuk, ‘The just shall 
live by faith.’ This precept struck him. 
There is then for the just a life different 
from that of other men: and this life 
is the gift of faith. This promise, which 
he received into his heart, as if God 
himself had placed it there, unveils to 
him the mystery of the Christian life, 
and increases this life in him.” Later, 
on a pilgrimage to Rome, he lay sick 
at Bologna. “The sense of his sinfulness 
troubled him; the prospect of God’s 
judgment filled him with dread, But at 
the very moment that these terrors had 


reached their highest pitch, the words 
of St. Paul, that had already struck him 
at Wittemberg, ‘The just shall live .by 
faith,’ recurred forcibly to his memory, 
and enlightened his soul like a ray from 
Heaven.” Finally, he is in Rome. “One 
day, among others, wishing to obtain an 
indulgence promised by the pope to all 
who should ascend on their knees what 
is called Pilate’s Staircase, the poor 
Saxon monk was humbly creeping up 
those steps, which he was told had been 
miraculously transported from Jerusalem 
to Rome. But while he was performing 
this meritorious act, he thought he heard 
a voice of thunder crying from thé bot- 
tom of his heart, as at Wittemberg and 
Bologna, ‘The just shall live by faith.’ 
These words, that twice before had 
struck him like the voice of an angel 
from God, resounded unceasingly and 
powerfully within him. He rises in 
amazement from the steps up which he 
was dragging his body: he shudders at 
himself; he is ashamed of seeing to what 
a depth superstition had plunged him. 
He flies far from the scene of his folly.” 
So here, in that simple text, written four 
times in the Bible (Hab. 2:4; Rom. 1:17; 
Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38), is the key to the 
Reformation. Let us thank God anew 
for the freedom of access to our Heay- 
enly Father which we have through 
Christ, for our ‘assurance of salvation, 
and “stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1). 
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|. Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 


This is the first of four meditations, translated by Ernest Gordon, from 
Walter Luthi’s book, “La Parole Faite Chair” (“The Word Made Flesh”), 
of which there is no English translation. 


E entire chapter, John thirteen, 
is filled with mysteries and ques- 
tions. Something new has hap- 


pened, but Jesus alone knows what it 
is. One can say that the whole creation 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows: yet we 
did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted” (Isa. 53:4). 




















of God begins in secret and concealment, 
Every new thing commences in Heaven 
long before any on earth can suspect it. 
Men discern only obscure hints. The 
meaning even of the prophets was still 
hid from the disciples. Only after the 
Resurrection was it that the early Chris- 
tian community began to understand the 
Old Testament. To Peter, the Lord Jesus 
addressed a word that is applicable to 
all generations, “What I do thou know- 
est not now; but thou shalt know here- 
after.” 
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Noah, Abraham, Moses, all men of 
God, and the prophets down to John the 
Baptist, had no comprehension of God's 
plans. They lived only in anticipation 
of the day when a great light should 
pass across the nations, lighting up the 
agelong darkness — the light of the Res- 
urrection. 

With us it is the same. We are led 
through ways we know not. God accom- 
modates us to the shocks: “Thou shalt 
know hereafter.” This word, which we 
often hear at burials, applies to all cir- 
cumstances of life, as well as to the 
world’s history. His dispensations are 
obscure, yet it is a great comfort to our 
faith to know that in God something has 
begun, although we see it not yet. Even 
now the heavens resound with cries of 
joy from the celestial army celebrating 
the victory of truth, justice, and love. 

What was impending for Jesus and the 
disciples, of which Jesus alone knew the 
meaning, was that the hour had come 
for Him to pass from this world to the 
Father. How many times Jesus evaded 
His persecutors! Now He will do so no 
longer. Jesus knew that the Father had 
given all things into His hands, that 
He was come from God and went to 
God. This certitude gave to Him a joy- 
ous and unshakable firmness. It is true 
that we read once later, “He was trou- 
bled,” but in the Greek text the meaning 
is different. Earlier it was always 
written, “He was moved in soul.” Here 
it is, “He was moved in spirit.” His 
soul now is free from all agitation. In 
the Passion the moment comes when 
Jesus is delivered from all anguish and 
filled with a majestic tranquillity. His 
eyes are fixed unwaveringly on the 
cross and on the glory. All through this 
chapter one perceives in anticipation the 
word of victory that Jesus pronounced 
on the cross, “It is finished.” 

From this point of view we understand 
better the contradiction that manifests 
itself through the chapter. Jesus ap- 
pears at once in the deepest humiliation 
and the greatest majesty. He is girded 
with a slave’s apron and makes use of 
a slave’s utensils, but from first to last 
He is Lord. The glory of the other world 
already shines upon Him. In these thirty- 
eight verses He is called eight times 
“Lord,” twice “Master,” and once “Son 
of man.” “Now is the Son of man glori- 
fied, and God is glorified in him.” In 
truth, only he who never forgets that 
Jesus is Lord really comprehends His 
humiliation. Men will soon overpower 
Him, but it is the Lord whom they ar- 
rest; it is the Son of man whom they 
bring before the high priest and Pilate; 
it is the Christ whom they nail igno- 
miniously to the cross. They can neither 
deny nor hinder Him from being and 
remaining Lord of lords. His is the 
majesty of God even in the deepest 
humiliation, and none can take it from 
Him, 

The disciples also are called to abase- 
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ment and to glory. “I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you.” The servant is not greater 
than his Lord. The Church is to serve, 
but in its humble service it must never 
forget that it is ever the Church of the 
Lord. The disciples failed in under- 
standing their Master. Peter denied 
Him; all forsook Him. Yet in spite of 
all, Christ is their Lord, and it is they 
whom He sends to all the nations. Of 
them He says, “He that receiveth you 
receiveth me.” Such is the greatness 
of their calling. It depends not on the 
worthiness of the disciples, but on the 
sovereignty of the Master who has died 
for them. 

Only Judas aspired not to this glorious 
calling. The humiliation and office of 
a servant was repellent to him. He 
wanted no Master who.washed His dis- 
ciples’ feet. Where the Church seeks 
rule, after the manner of the sovereigns 
of this world, it ever places itself under 
the sign of Judas. Jesus separated Judas 
from His disciples. He rejected him only 
when the doors of the Temple and of 
Israel. were definitely closed. He or- 
dered him to do quickly what he was to 
do. Even facing Judas, He was Mas- 
ter of the situation. After separation 
from him, His joy was full, His dis- 
ciples belonged to Him, and no one could 
pluck them out of His hand, 

Here is the first revelation regarding 
the calling of His disciples. They are 
called to serve, but their vocation is 
glorious. The second is not less amaz- 
ing. “Ye are clean,” says Jesus. His 
blood had purified them from all sin. 
Jesus draws, as with full hands in ad- 
vance, from the graces and plentitude of 
the cross to distribute them to the dis- 
ciples. It is as when an employer ad- 
vances wages to his workmen before 
they have worked. So is it with all 
Christians. Retire into yourselves, con- 
sider all that can displease God in your 
heart, and know that, in spite of this, 
you are pure because all is finished. 

The third declaration of Jesus sur- 
passes the two preceding. “A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you.” The 
disciples must love not in any unde- 
termined way, but as Jesus Himself had 
loved them. “There is no new thing 
under the sun,” said the Preacher. This 
is true only in the eyes of men, not in 
the perspectives of the work of God. As 
the Christian lives even when dead, and 
is pure in spite of his sin, so he will 
love his neighbor with his selfish heart 
because Christ has loved him with a love 
stronger than death. A source of love 
has welled forth under Pontius Pilate 
which will never run dry. It is for all 
peoples and all times, until eternity, 

As to the foot-washing. If we under- 
stand it too’ easily we do not under- 
stand it at all. If it is merely a great 
courtesy of Jesus who, in all humility 


(Continued on page 774) 








September 9, 1950 





Notes on Open Letters 
When Will Believers Be Raised? 


As to the resurrection of people that 
died: Is it the third day, as in 1 Cor. 
inthians 15, or as in 1 Thessalonians 
4: 13ff? 

Our t ; 
believe Pree eal = 1 Thesselonee 
4: 13ff, first, and changed his idea and 
was corrected in 1 Corinthians }§ 
when he was older and had better 
judgment. Do you think there is any 
relation, or do some people believe as 
in 1 Corinthians 15?—A Missouri 
reader. 

First Corinthians 15:4 tells us that 
Christ “was buried, and that he roge 
again the third day according to the 
Scriptures.” This of course applies only 
to Christ and not to other believers 
The remainder of the chapter sets forth 
the bodily resurrection of Christ and of 
believers, but the bodies of the saved 
dead will not be raised until the second 
coming of Christ. This is referred to 
in verses 51 and 52, 

There is a relation, but no conflict, 
between 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thes- 
salonians 4. In 1 Corinthians 15:51, 
52 we read: “Behold, I shew you a 
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.” First Thes- 
salonians 4:13-18 sets forth the glorious 
truth of the second coming of the Lord 
Jesus,Christ, and there we are told “that 
we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
[precede] them which¢are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lom 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” Thus it can be seen that the 
two passages teach the same truth. First 
Corinthians 15 deals fully with the bodily 
resurrection of Christ and believers, 
while 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 has to do 
especially with the Second Coming. 


To teach that the Apostle Paul was 
mistaken at any point in his Epistles, a 
the Methodist minister is reported to 
have said, is destructive teaching and is 
one of the forms of Modernism, which 
is the present-day name of old-fashioned 
unbelief. The Apostle Paul's Epistles 
were, like all the other books of the Old 
and New Testaments, written under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit and there 
fore without error. The Lord Jesus said 
to His disciples, “Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hea, 


(Continued on page 760) 
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VI. Israel Returns Home According to Prophecy 


Borne home “on eagles’ wings,” after an absence 


of 2000 years 


ERE are now over one million 
| Jews in the land of Israel, regath- 
# ered from all parts of the world. 
And week by week and month by 
month, by ship and plane, great throngs 
of sons and daughters of Abraham are 
griving at the ports of Israel. 

All this modern migration of the Jews 
to the land of their forefathers is tak- 
ing place today before our eyes exactly 
as predicted by the Old Testament 
prophets long centuries ago. In Isaiah 
#5 and 6 we read: “I will bring thy 
seed from the east, and gather thee from 
the west; I will say to the north, Give 
up; and to the south, Keep not back: 
bring my sons from far, and my daugh- 
ters from the ends of the earth.” 

Among all the Jews that have returned 
to Israel during the recent months, there 
are none whose home-coming has been 
more dramatic and interesting than that 
ot the Yemenite Jews from the land of 
Arabia. God has indeed said to the 
south, “Keep not back: bring my sons 
from far, and my daughters from the 
eds of the earth,” and 40,000 Yemenite 
Jews have come from “the south” to 
the land of Israel. 


One of the Oldest Jewish Communities 


The bringing of 40,000 Yemenite Jews 
from Aden to Israel by plane has been 
one of the most brilliant exploits of the 
young State of Israel. The quick air- 
transfer of these Jews from Aden to the 
Lydda airport in Israel was called “the 
Magic carpet,” probably in remembrance 
ofthe story in the “Arabian Nights.” 

The country of Yemen is an independ- 
ent kingdom with its own king. It is in 
the southwestern part of the Arabian 
peninsula, next to the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden. A periodical published in 
Israel says: 

“The Jewish community of the Yem- 
tn is one of the oldest in the world, 
with a history dating back to the second 
Temple, and possibly even further than 
that to the days of Solomon. The Jews 
of the Yemen are backward but quick 
to learn. The members of the commu- 
tity who preceded the recent arrivals 
@e hard-working, law-abiding citizens, 
amd the new immigrants are expected 
§0n to become a productive and indus- 
ffious element in the population of Is- 
tael. For generations they have dreamed 
aid yearned for the day of their return 
) Zion, and the air lift to Israel is to 

a miraculous fulfillment of Bibli- 
tal prophecy.” 

‘The Yemenite Jews for years had dili- 
tently studied their Hebrew Torah — the 
five books of Moses—and among the 
Many passages that impressed them was 


Two more articles by Mr.. Davis will 
follow this sixth in his series. All 
eight, with considerable additional 
material, will be available in book 
form in October. The prices will be: 
single copies, 35 cents; three copies 
to one address, $1; one hundred 
copies to one address, $30. They may 
be ordered in advance from Million 
Testaments Campaigns, Inc., 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 








probably a part of Exodus 19:4: “I 
bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought 
you unto myself.” After the establish- 
ment of the new State of Israel, the 
Jews of Yemen expressed to the Israeli 
Government their great desire to return 
and to become citizens of Israel. The 
Israeli Government sent special repre- 
sentatives to the king of Yemen and a 
covenant was made with him to allow 
the Jews to leave the country. The 
king of Yemen permitted the Jews to 
take only a few of their personal pos- 
sessions with them, and they were rob- 
bed of some of these along the way 
through the desert. But they clung to 
their precious copies of the Torah and 
carried the scrolls with them as they 
toiled along the sands. Arrangements 
were made to bring them by airplane 
from Aden to Lydda as that seemed the 
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only possible way to transport them 
from Yemen surrounded by. enemy 
countries. After weeks of traveling 
through the desert, some on foot and 
some on donkeys, the Yemenites arrived 
at Aden, and walked unafraid onto “the 
magic carpet.” They had never flown 
before, but the great planes were to 
them the “eagles’ wings” that would 
bring them to Zion to await the Messiah's 
coming. 

During our stay in Israel, Mrs. Davis 
and I saw many of these dark-skinned 
Yemenite Jews, small in body but wiry 
and full of energy. We found them 
very likeable and friendly, and those we 
met gladly accepted New Testaments in 
Hebrew. 


Most of Their Possessions Left Behind 

While Mrs. Davis and I were in Tel- 
Aviv, we went one day te see a photog- 
rapher who, with his associates, has 
taken thousands of pictures of people 
and scenes in the land of Israel. As 
we were looking over their pictures, one 
of the photographers began to tell us 
about a trip he had made to Aden sev- 
eral months before. He spoke with en- 
thusiasm about the Yemenite Jews, and 
told us the following story of the dis- 
covery of these Jews by the outside 
world: 

“In 1858, two men from Great Britain 
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Yemenite Jews Walking Through the Desert to Aden 


They are carrying their few possessions, and 


ive 


, the most precious of all, the scrolls of the 
of Moses. 
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* Yemenite Jews Going by Plane From Aden to Israel 


They had no fear of flying for ny oe py mn carried “on eagles’ wings” to the 
. and of Israel. 


visited the land of Yemen. They found 
large numbers of people there who de- 
clared they were Jews. They were 
dark skinned like the people of Arabia, 
but they worshiped the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. The visitors said 
to them, ‘You say you are Jews. How 
can you prove it?’ 

“In reply, the Yemenites showed them 
their scrolls of the Torah—the five 
books of Moses—and said, ‘Come and 
hear our children read the Scriptures 
in Hebrew, even though the language 
of the land is Arabic.’ 

“The visitors were deeply impressed 
with the evidences that these Yemenite 
Jews presented, and it was reported 
abroad that Jews were living in south- 
ern Arabia, largely cut off from the rest 
of the world.” 

The photographer continued: 

“The Yemenite Jews have always been 
very industrious. They have been chiefly 
artisans, working with their hands at 
various trades. They have suffered great 
persecution from the Arabs of Yemen. 
The ruler of Yemen let them leave the 
country, but with few of their posses- 
sions. Then many of them were robbed 
by the Arabs as they trudged, old and 
young together, over the desert sands. 
So most of them arrived in the British- 
controlled Protectorate of Aden with 
little or nothing except the clothes they 
wore. But a number of them preserved 
their precious scrolls of the Torah — the 
five books of Moses, 

“The faith of the Yemenite Jews is 
strong. They are returning to Israel, 
not because they are greatly interested 


in Zionism, but because they believe that 
the coming of the Messiah is near, and 
they want to be in the land when the 
Messiah comes.” 

In conclusion, the photographer told 
us a remarkable story. He said: 

“I saw a very touching sight at the 
time of my return from Aden. A Yemen- 
ite Jew, who appeared to be about sev- 
enty-five years of age, came to the plane 
carrying on his shoulder his father, who 
was 106 years of age! The father wanted 
to die in Israel, and his son, who, him- 
self, was an old man, had carried him 
160 miles across the desert from Yemen 
to Aden. The father was very feeble 
and very frail, almost skin and bones. 

“The son and his one hundred and six- 
year-old father were on the same plane 
on which I returned from Aden to 
Lydda. The plane was supposed to carry 
only one hundred people, but the Yem- 
enite Jews were so thin and emaciated 
that there were 160 of them in that one 
plane. 

“When we reached Lydda the son, 
carrying his father, came down the gang- 
plank of the plane. They went about 
twenty-five yards. Then the son whis- 
pered to his father, who was scarcely 
more than half-conscious: ‘Father, we 
are now in Israel!’ Then he tenderly let 
his father down from his shoulder to 
the ground. The father kissed the earth, 
and then quietly and gently died. The 
father’s desire to die in the land of 
Israel was fulfilled !” 

It is interesting to note that David 
Ben-Gurion, the Prime Minister of Is- 
rael, quoted Isaiah 43:5 and 6 in closing 


his address at the celebration of the 
second anniversary of Israel’s independ. 
ence in Jerusalem. The acting editor 
of the Jerusalam Post told me that the 
Prime Minister is greatly interested ip 
the fact that the prophecies of the Old 
Testament are being fulfilled in the re. 
turn of the Jews to their ancient home. 
land. 

Here are the verses that the Prime 
Minister quoted: “Fear not: for I am 
sons from far, and my daughters from 
the east, and gather thee from the west: 
I will say to the north, Give up; and 
to the south, Keep not back: bring my 
sons from far, and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth” (Isa. 43:5, 6). 

The editor remarked, “I was reading 
those two verses and noticed that, ip 
the original text, the word that is trans. 
lated ‘south’ in our English version js 
really ‘Teman,’ which in Hebrew means 
‘Yemen’!” The statement of the editor 
was so remarkable that I could scarcely 
believe my ears. However, I verified 
it through a professor in the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, and found it 
to be entirely true. As the land of Yem-. 
en is in the southeastern part of 
Arabia, it was perfectly natural for the 
translators of Isaiah 43:6 to call it “the 
south.” But it is most remarkable that 
the prophet actually specified the exact 
land of “Teman,” or “Yemen.” 

Today, precisely as predicted two thou- 
sand five hundred years ago by the prophet 
Isaiah, God has fulfilled His Word: “I 
will say to the south [Yemen]: Keep 
not back.” The ruler of Yemen let the 
Jews go! And more than forty thou- 
sand of them walked through the desert 
sands, for days, and even for weeks, to 
reach Aden, and from there they were 
flown “on eagles’ wings” to Lydda in 
the land of Israel! 

After such exact fulfillment of proph- 
ecy, after twenty-five centuries, can any- 
one doubt the supernatural inspiration 
and divine authority of the Word of 
God! 

(To be continued) 
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When Will Believers Be Raised? 


(Continued from second page) 


that shall he speak: and he will shew 
ye things to come” (John 16:13). Paul 
is among them of whom the Apostle 
Peter said, “Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 
(2 Pet, 1:21). 

It is unfortunately true that many 
Methodists today do not hesitate 
criticize the writers of Scripture @% 
ignorant men who are mistaken. One 
is amazed not only at their pride and 
presumption, but also at their patron- 
izing attitude toward such learned men 
as the Apostle Paul. They have de 
parted both from the Scriptures and the 
principles of their revered and erudite 
founders, John and Charles Wesley. 
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Another Cave-Find in Palestine 


Early Christian apts found in the north-central part 
of the Land, and other recent archaeological news 


INCE the discovery of the Isaiah 
manuscript in a cave at the north 
end of the Dead Sea, there has been 
great interest in caves in Palestine, re- 
O. R. Sellers in the Biblical 
Archaeologist.1 In April, 1949, Dr. Sel- 
lers learned of a newly-found cave, 
north of the site of ancient Samaria in 
north-central Palestine. Two boys had 
started to clear the cave for an animal 
shelter, and, in the process, they found 
ancient objects. Dr. Sellers made ar- 
rangements to excavate the cave, work- 
ing in conjunction with the American 
School of Oriental Research in Jeru- 
salem. The excavation, beginning June 
6, lasted two weeks. Three burial 
chambers, cut out from the central cave, 
had been used in early Christian times, 
as evidenced by the early Christian 
lamps from the fourth century. One of 
the chambers contained lamps from later 
periods. Some of the lamps were deco- 
rated with crosses and others with the 
seven-branched candlestick, and one 
bore letters standing for the Greek 
motto, “Phos Christou pheni pasin” 
(The light of Christ shines to all”). 





Manuscript Fragments from Ain Fashkha 
HE cave where the Isaiah manuscript 
was found, located at Ain Fashkha, 

near the north end of the Dead Sea, has 

yielded some two hundred manuscript 
fragments, which are being studied by 

Pére de Vaux, of the Ecole Biblique in 

Jerusalem.2 He has already identified 

fragments of Genesis, Leviticus, Deuter- 

oomy, and Judges. Future study will 
show the complete significance of these 
discoveries. One of the other scrolls 
found in the cave earlier has been iden- 
tified by Professor Sukenik of the He- 
brew University of Jerusalem as con- 


‘taining Isaiah 44 to 66, according to a 


report in the Hebrew press.3 This con- 
stitutes a second manuscript of Isaiah 
from the Ain Fashkha cave. The first 
one, which has received wide publicity 
during the last year, is virtually com- 
plete, and its analysis has shown the care 
with which our Biblical manuscripts 
were copied.4 





Ezekiel’s Method of Dating Events 


RECENT years, the genuineness of 

the Book of Ezekiel has been attacked 
ffom several angles. One supposed evi- 
against the authenticity of the 
urged by C. C. Torrey of Yale 
and others, concerned the unusual dating 
tvents by the years of King Jehoia- 

Bs Captivity (Ezek. 1:1; 3:16; 8:1, and 


Ome. JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 
of Archaeology, Wheaton College, 
Aschavologieal Editor of The Sunday School Times 


the like). According to the German 
writer Hitzig, this was a “spurious and 
arbitrary invention.” 


Recent archaeological discoveries, 
however, both in Palestine and in Meso- 
potamia, show that Jehoiachin was still 
considered king by his own people of 
Judah, even though he was in exile, and 
that Ezekiel’s method of dating events 
was really based on the concept of Je- 
hoiachin ruling in absentia, Any doubt 
that he was still considered king, even 
by his captors, the Babylonians, was 
removed when clay tablets were found 
at Babylon recording the payment of 
rations to Jehoiachin, and referring to 
him as “Jehoiachin, king of the land of 
Judah” (this whole matter is summar- 
ized in the writer’s recently published 
book 5). 


A further analysis of Ezekiel’s system 
of dating has been made in a recent 
issue of the Journal of Biblical Litera- 
ture by Jack Finegan.6 After analyzing 
the Biblical indications in the light of 
the added archaeological evidence, he 
tabulates the fourteen chronological no- 
tations that appear in the Book of Ezek- 
iel, and assigns dates to each reference. 
By way of explanation, it should be 
pointed out here that two systems of 
chronology were in use in ancient times: 
in one, called the “accession year sys- 
tem,” the part of a year that a king 
ruled when he first came to the throne 
was regarded as his “accession year” 
and not as his first year. According to 
the “nonaccession year system,” the part 
of a year that he ruled at the begin- 
ning of his reign was regarded as his 
first year.7 In many contexts, we are not 
given indications as to whether the ac- 
cession year system or the nonacces- 
sion year system is being used, which 
means that there may be a variation of 





10. R. Sellers, “Archaeological News from 
Palestine,” the Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 
XII, No. 3, Sept., 1949, p. 56ff. 

2 The Biblical Archaeologist,"’ Sept., 1949, p. 

* Ibid., section on “Study of Finds in the Ain 
Fashkha Cave,” p. 56. 

*For a summary of the discovery and sig- 
nificance of the New Isaiah manuscript, see 
J. P. Free, “Archaeology and Bible History” 
pp. 205-207. (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, III.) 

5 “Archaeology and Bible History,”’ pp. 226, 
227, section on “‘Archaeological Confirmation of 
the Validity of Ezekiel’s Method of Dating.” 

* Jack Finegan, ‘“‘The Chronology of Ezekiel,” 
Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. LXIX, 
Part I, March, 1950, pp. 61-66. 

7¥For explanation of the accession year sys- 
tem and its significance in harmonizing Bibli- 
cal chronology, see J. P. Free, “Archaeology 
and Bible History,” p. 178. 
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a year in dating any given event. For 
this reason, we must say that Jehoia- 
chin’s captivity began either in 598 or 
597 B.C. Further evidence may show 
us which it was for certain. 

Finegan takes all of the factors into 
account in analyzing and charting the 
chronological indications in Ezekiel. He 
shows that the reference in Ezekiel 1:2 
to “the fifth day of the month, which 
was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s 
captivity” can be either July 1, 593 B.C.., 
or July 13, 594 B.C., as we compute dates 
today. The reference in Ezekiel 8:1 to 
“the sixth year, in the sixth month, in 


(Continued on page 774) 








The Youth for Christ Congress 


in Brussels 


N SPITE of street scuffles and inter- 

rupted transportation caused by King 
Leopold’s return, some five hundred peo- 
ple attended the Youth for Christ Con- 
gress in the large Salle de la Madeleine 
in Belgium’s capital city from July 30 
to August 6. Plane-loads of delegates 
landed from the United States and 
Canada, and others came from Belgium, 
France, Italy, Switzerland, Cyprus, 
Egypt, Portugal, Spain, and the British 
Isles. 

Dr. Robert A. Cook, international 
president, and Mr. Raoul Claude, presi- 
dent for Belgium — who graduated some 
years ago from the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion Institute and is now director of an 
independent home for little children — 
were in charge of the meetings. Re- 
ports were heard from teams who had 
held meetings in European cities, and 
messages were given by Dr. Oswald 
Smith, Dr. Paul Rood, and others. The 
linguistic confusion that began at the 
Tower of Babel was a problem, as in 
many Christian conferences in Europe, 
but it was overcome by efficient inter- 
preters. From the platform, addresses 
were given in English and translated 
into French —sometimes vice versa — 
and in the alcoves by a system of ear 
phones they were relayed in Dutch, Ger- 
man, Italian, Portuguese, and Swedish. 

Music played a large part in the con- 
vention. The Belgians were a bit sur- 
prised by the large array of brass and 
stringed instruments, the accordions an‘ 
a vibraharp, on the platform, but con- 
siderable skill was shown in the playing, 
and the singing was hearty. Choruses 
were sometimes sung first in English 
then in French, to the same tune. A 
booklet containing French hymns was 
used. 

The final meeting was held in the 
Palais des Sports, where Gil Dodds put 
on an exhibition run. 

Throughout the week there were many 
conversions and rededications of life to 
the service of the Lord. The Congress 
voted to make January 1, 1951, a day of 
prayer for all Youth for Christ rallies, 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





man Grubb writes me of the 

Christian movement in the heart 
of Africa (Ituri region): “It is wonder- 
ful to be among my African friends again 
and to see how they have gone on with 
God and deepened in the Spirit. My, 
there are no half measures in their 
Spirit-filled lives: all or nothing, no half- 
in-the-world-and-half-out, There was no 
Bible school when I left; now I have 
been sitting for two hours listening to 
fifty men and their wives, from some 
seven tribes, telling them how the Lord 
speaks to them through His Word. Now 
there is beautiful singing, where once 
they used to bawl out when singing! 
Men and women work for God on the 
merest pittance when they could get 
hundreds of francs. This Christmas, 
crowds are coming in — 3,000; then an- 
other 3,000 next week. 

“We had a four-hour meeting, speak- 
ing on the Holy Ghost. They crowded 
forward. The chief elder, who, with 
others, dealt personally with each one, 
said he had never seen anything like 
it— confessions coming from folks who 
were thought to be consistent Christians, 
sins of different kinds, one a man who 
had persistently sold his employer’s 
goods to unsuspecting natives at double 
price, and had pocketed half. Another 
had been a continual troublemaker on 
the place; another had for years hated 
the white man who employed him as a 
houseboy. 

“It has been a joy to spend some hours 
with the evangelists and their wives, 
about fifty in number, mostly young men 
and wives with babes in arms. Indeed 
there are now 300 women who go out 
each Sunday to villages in the mission 
area to give Sunday school lessons to 
village children. What a transformation 
in these women’s dark and sinful lives! 
It was wonderful to hear one woman, 
who had been sold to a white man, tell 
of her salvation and infilling with the 
Spirit. She is now (with her husband) 
head woman of the station. At the 
church leaders’ meetings, all Christian 
young people who want to marry are 
examined before the church, and the 
engagement is approved only if both are 
consistent Christians. How would that 
do in our home churches?” 


La in the Dark Continent.—Nor- 


Miguel Aguilera, an outstanding Span- 
ish evangelist, has passed to his reward, 
He was mighty in the Scriptures and 
indefatigable in evangelism; in fact, he 
was one of the most outstanding evange- 
lists Spain has ever had. Although a 
leader among the Brethren in Spain he 
spent much of his time with churches 
of other denominations. During the brief 
Republic period, when Spain at last had 


religious freedom, he preached in cine- 
mas, theaters, casinos, and even in bull 
rings. At a meeting of two thousand 
men, he was asked to speak on anything 
but religion. Quite frankly, if he men- 
tioned that subject he would be stoned ! 
He started in by saying, “You tell me 
that if I speak on religion you will stone 
me: well, get your stones ready, for I 
cannot speak of anything else.” Then 
he went on to tell them that what they 
knew as religion was not the religion 
of Christ, and he ended with the story 
of his conversion. He held them spell- 
bound for over an hour, and when he 
closed there was complete silence for a 
few moments; then a roar of applause. 

In 1936 when the Civil War broke out, 
Sr. Aguilera was engaged in relief work 
with the Mennonites. He insisted on 
helping those of both sides. On one 
occasion he saved the life of a priest. 
“Most priests who were helped by the 
Protestants, and there were many, 
proved ungrateful,” but this one was 
an exception, and it was probably due 
to his influence after Franco came into 
power that Sr. Aguilera was not shot 
but served only short prison sentences. 
In prison he was a help to many who 
were eventually executed. 

He was a man of the people, Andalu- 
sian to the core, who sympathized with 
the working class in their reaction 
against the traditional parody of Chris- 
tianity and the egoism of the rich. Un- 
sparing against such, he was also tender 
and appealing in his striking anecdotes 
and illustrations. 


Mission Testimony.—Miss Ming, who 
spoke (in England) in charming Eng- 
lish, mentioned two points in Wesley’s 
teaching which particularly struck home 
in China — Saving Grace and Universal 
Grace. The first was a new conception 
to the Chinese mind, by which salva- 
tion was immemorially regarded as the 
reward of merit or effort. The second 
cut clean across the old Chinese atti- 
tude to foreigners as “barbarians or 
devils.” 

Mr. Nida tells of a small black boy 
listening to the reading of the Gospel 
in his African village who, at the clcse, 
asked for a copy to read to his village 
people since “those words made holes 
in my heart.” 

Mr. Valborg Esping, working among 
blacks of Portuguese Guinea, mentions 
the conversion of a Portuguese merchant 
and his wife. The latter had spent much 
in buying flowers for the Virgin Fatima 
and had gone on her knees until they 
bled. “Now the Word of God is like 
honey to them. Each has a Bible on the 
table and reads it until food is forgotten. 
They love the blacks and have their 
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confidence so that they can mediate th 
Gospel to them.” 


Varia.—Young people in the Eastem 
Zone of Germany have been wearing 
small crosses in identification of one ap. 
other as Christians, just as the Hugue. 
nots in the days of persecution wore “the 
tear.” Now the Soviet authorities haye 
forbidden this. 

Reports from Chile state that last year 
saw an increase in membership of 
twenty thousand new members and , 
doubling of contributions for church 
support. 

An Easter Sunrise Service, held on 
April 9, 1950, brought together three 
thousand Guatemalan Protestants in an 
outdoor stadium. A choir of two hun. 
dred voices led the singing. The sery- 
ices, of nearly two hours’ length, were 
broadcast by the government radio, 

The Mirzapur Hospital, India, reports 
that, since the new regime, all cow-kill- 
ing in India has been stopped and no 
beef is to be had. In the jungleg, how- 
ever, wild bulls are destructive to crops, 
and the government is carrying on a 
strenuous “increase the crops” campaign. 
What about the Blue Bull? Change its 
name to the Blue Horse and shoot as 
many as possible ! 

Tibet is slowly opening, notably at 
Hwalung, populated mainly by Tibetans, 
and at Kanting among a people fifteen 
per cent of whom are lamas. A mis- 
sionary starting from Kangting last Jan- 
uary crossed the Tibetan border by 
authorization of a general of the Tibetan 
Army at Gartok. The general had in- 
vited him to a conference and promised 
to facilitate travel through Tibetan ter- 
ritory. 


‘Evangelism.—A team of Baptist stu- 
dents from Baylor University and the 
Baptist seminary in New Orleans have 
been holding an extended series of meet- 
ings in Southern cities, especially for 
young people. Their youth rally in the 
auditorium of the University of Ten- 
nessee, Knoxville, drew an average of 
2,000 a night in the last days of May. 
(There was a time when Illinois Bands 
and Iowa Bands evangelized from An- 
dover Seminary in like fashion and 
when missionary fire burned brightly at 
Williams and other New England col- 
leges!) Eight Baylor students and four 
from Southwestern Baptist Seminary, 
Fort Worth, are spending their summer 
vacation in Japan on a ten-week Youth 
for Christ mission.. They pay their own 
expenses, but Baylor students are rais- 
ing funds for rental and advertising costs 
in Japan. 

Great meetings in Oakland, Calif, 
have been held, Torrey Johnson preach 
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Lesson for September 24 


{ng on sin, repentance, and judgment to 
come. 

The United Church of Canada has cele- 
prated its twenty-fifth birthday, and the 
organ of union propaganda, the Chris- 
tian Century, thinks “the glowing prom- 
ise, then dimly seen, has been richly 
fulfilled.” However, when it describes 
this rich fulfillment one finds it still 
rather dim. “During the thirties, our 
church school enrollment dropped rap- 
idly... . There is a large amount of 
Biblical and irreligious illiteracy among 
our youth. They do not know the con- 
tent of the Christian faith... . Per capita 
giving to missions declined during the 
past two decades. Moreover, the num- 
ber of missionaries of the United Church 
overseas has decreased since 1925... 
the United Church needs more minis- 
ters. We have had a shortage for sev- 
eral years.” 

One does not quote these confessions 
with any satisfaction or to depreciate 
fellow Christians, but only to show that 
church union is not a panacea for church 
ills. More often have abandonment of 
organizations and a fresh start under 
new forms been blessed by the Spirit 
of God. 


How far the mania for church union 
is carrying us is indicated by the testi- 
mony of Miss Helen Kenyon, Moderator 
of the Congregationalist Churches. When 
questioned by Judge Steinbrink as to 
whether the General Council of Con- 
gregationalist Churches had the right to 
afflilate with the Roman Catholic Church 
or the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, she replied, “Yes.” 

“But,” retorted Judge Steinbrink, “by 
its constitution the General Council ‘is 
to foster and express the substantial 
unity of the Congregational Churches in 
faith, purpose, polity, and work.’ Now 


“Roman Catholicism or Judaism are not 


within ‘the faith, purp se, or polity’ of 
Congregational Churches, are they?” 

Miss Kenyon: “God is in them all.” 

Judge Steinbrink: “Of course, but do 
you [not] think that the word ‘faith’ has 
some meaning?” 

Miss Kenyon: “I think it has a very 
broad meaning.” Then she quoted two 
former moderators of the Congregation- 
alists, Drs. Cadman and Boynton, as sup- 
porting the contention that “Congrega- 
tionalists believe in going the whole 
way.” Both she and Dr. Van Dusen of 
Union Seminary emphasized that “we 
want not just Protestant unity but Chris- 
tian unity, which would include Roman 
Catholicism.” 

Church union is a policy of church 
Politicians. In the present case only 
fifty-four per cent of the Congregation- 
alist churches and fourteen per cent of 
the members have voted approval of the 
Proposed merger. 


The Second Medical-Social Congress 
of Protestants was held in Lyons, France, 
in May—a meeting of Protestant pas- 
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tors, physicians, and nurses for mutual 
conference. Among the pastors were 
H. Eberhard and R. de Pury, known to 
readers of THe Sunpay Scnoot TIMEs; 
with physicians of great distinction, Pro- 
fessor Dr. Lépine, the psychiatrist, and 
Professor Mouriquand, author of a re- 
cent important book on vitamins; also 
Dr. Brunat and Prof. Paul Tournier of 
Geneva. Professor Mazel, who led the 
conference, has said elsewhere: “Every 
doctor should be a convinced propagand- 
ist against social evils. That against 
alcohol is by its urgency and its dif- 
ficulties more important than all the 
others.” Various of these physicians lay 
“emphasis on evil forces which have 
attainted the soul and not merely on the 
disorders of the organism. They attempt 
to heal by treating the whole man, soul 
as well as body. Groups of doctors in 
various parts of France have come to 
this point of view.” a 


The Rev. Bryan Green is an English 
Episcopal missioner, who held largely 
attended meetings in St. John’s Cathe- 
dral, New York, last year. Latterly he 
has been speaking in Handsworth, Eng- 
land, and, in preparation for his coming, 
“come-to-church parties” were held in 
the homes of parishioners to invite in 
nonchurchgoers. At these parties sherry, 
light wines, and beer were freely served; 
“The result of the parties was most suc- 
cessful,” announces the rector’s wife, 
Mrs. Linton. “Each evening we had five 
or six hundred people crowding in.” 
Read this in the New York Times for 
May 14, 1950, under the caption “Church 
Party Lure by Drink.” “I think the idea 
of the campaign a very good one,” quoth 
Evangelist Bryan Green; “the response 
was tremendous.” 


French Notes.—General Emile Marty, 
a distinguished French officer and one- 
time member of the General Staff, who 
was often cited for gallantry in the First 
World War, has passed on. He was a 
devoted son of the Reformed Church, 
serving at times as church official, in- 
cluding that of a lay preacher. Indeed, 
in early life he thought of becoming a 
pastor, but finally went to St, Cyr, the 
West Point of France. 

Le Cri d’Alarme (for the defense of 
an endangered Protestantism) writes at 
its masthead: “What is needed for a 
world Protestantism is not a mocernist 
and romanizing ecumenicism, which will 
kill it, but an evangelical revival which 
will restore its life.” Then it goes on 
to speak of the secret meetings of Amitie, 
an association of Protestants and Cath- 
olics, whose only purpose is to multiply 
contacts between both in order to hasten 
union. 

In Positions Protestantes, issued by 
this group, we are told: “To be truly 
useful, controversy ought to be carried 
on patiently by specialists, and it ap- 
pears to us not profitable to put the 
material discussed into the hands of a 
large public.” 
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An article in Figaro, January 1, 1950, ° 
entitled, “The Year of the Great Return,” 
written by Pastor Boegner, a leader of 
the World Council, said: 

“A new fact can modify the present 
situation of the Christian churches. The 
theologians of the Roman Church have 
been authorized by the Holy See to meet 
with theologians of other confessions for 
doctrinal discussion.” 

“Always the specialists !”" comments M, 
Guiton, “and sheeplike we have only 
to let ourselves be led blindly and with 
docility.” 

“Union is not with it but in it.” say 
the “Instructions of the Holy Office of 
the Roman Church” (La Monde, March 
9, 1950). The “Holy Office” is the In- 
quisition of infamous memory. 


The late Archbishop Temple held that 
all efforts for reunion, which excluded 
Rome, were not only absurd but pur- 
blind. Temple did “what none of his 
predecessors since the breach between 
Canterbury and Rome had done: sent 
his first message to the Pope in 1943.” 
Canon Douglas says “that he became 
more and more dominated by his vision 
of solidarity in action of the Christen- 
dom of the Papal Obedience and Non- 
Roman Christianity.” Temple was sup- 
porter of the South India scheme. His 
overtures to Rome are not so widely 
known. He was the beau ideal of Fed- 
eral Councilors. 


On the letterhead of “The Bib'ioteca 
Biblica Bereana” (The Berean Biblical 
Library) of Merida, Venezuela, Mr. Ta- 
blante Garrido writes me of the Tem- 
perance Instruction Law in Venezuela. 
This orders antialcohol teaching in all fed- 
eral high and grammar schools, The Fifth 
Article requires that the Minister of 
Education of the Presidential Cabinet 
shall issue a “Handbook of Antialcohol- 
ism” to be paid for from the National 
Treasury and to be given free to pupils 
of federal, state, county, and private 
schools, 

Women as well as men are to receive 
instruction. School principals who neg- 
lect to organize this teaching are to be 
dismissed from their posts. Principals 
of private schools who fail to act are 
to be fined up to $100, and, after third 
warning, their school is to be closed. 
In military barracks, jails, penitentiaries, 
and on warships, the same antialcohol 
teaching is to be given to all personnel. 

This is an admirable provision and 
very sweeping, but Mr. Garrido writes 
that it is not enforced. “Three years ago 
we tried to interest the National Assem- 
bly and they promised to do what they 
could for better enforcement but have 
so far failed.” The “we” means a Con- 
vention of Evangelical Churches made 
up of Protestants of Venezuela and Co- 
lombia. So do Protestants here, as else- 
where, lead in moral reform. Here, as 
elsewhere, the Church of Rome identifies 
itself with alcohol barbarism. 
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International Uniform Lecten 





LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 24. PAUL, WORLD EVANGELIST 
Acts 16:9-15; 17:22-31; 26; 2 Corinthians 11:22 to 12:10; printed text, Acts 26:9-20 
Golden Text.—! determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.—1 Cor. 2:2 


Kinc JAMes VERSION 

Acts 26:9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints 
did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief 
priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against 
them. 

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled 
them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I 
persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12 Whereupon as I- went to Damascus with authority and 
commission from the chief priests, 

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, 
above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them 
which journeyed with me. 

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice 
speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the 


15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesys 
whom thou persecutest. 

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both 
of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee; 

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, 

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive for. 
giveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me. 

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly vision: 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the coasts of Judza, and then to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

Ti story of the life and ministry of 
the Apostle Paul is one of deep in- 
terest. He who denominated him- 

self the “chief” of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15) 

became “not a whit behind the very 

chiefest apostles” (2 Cor. 11:5). 

As Saul of Tarsus, a pupil of the noted 
rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), he was a 
bigoted Pharisee and a bitter opponent 
of Christianity. But when subdued by 
divine grace he became a fearless and 
outspoken defender of the faith which 
before he had attempted to destroy (Gal. 
1:23). 

His writings show him to have been 
a man of varied and wide culture, well 
acquainted not only with the Jewish 
Scriptures, but with the learning and lit- 
erature of the Gentiles also, as evidenced 
by his ready quotations from the Greek 
and other poets (Acts 17:28; 1 Cor, 15: 
32, last part is a quotation found both 
in Isa, 22:13 and in two Greek poets, 
Titus 1:12). 

He was a freeborn Roman citizen, a 
native of Tarsus (Acts 16:37; 21:39). 
This would give him a wide acquaint- 
ance with Gentile customs and thus help 
to fit him for the special ministry to 
which he was called after he became a 
Christian, as the apostle to the nations 
(Acts 26:17; see also 22:21). 

It is interesting to note that some of 
his own kindred had been won for Christ 
while he was still a bitter persecutor of 
“that way” (Acts 22:4; Rom. 16:7). We 
cannot doubt but that Andronicus and 
Junia and other relatives of the fiery 
inquisitor prayed often and earnestly 
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that he might be saved. What joy must 
have been theirs when word first reached 
them of the marvelous way in which 
those prayers had been answered ! 


The Historical Setting 

Saul of Tarsus first comes on the scene 
in the Book of Acts in connection with 
Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 7:58). This 
was in A.D. 33 or 34. Within a year or 
so the transformation from persecutor to 
advocate of Christianity took place (Acts 
9:1-20). For some thirty years after- 
ward Paul was an ardent missionary of 
the cross. On the occasion of his last 
visit to Jerusalem, he was arrested and 
taken to Caesarea, where he was kept in 
prison for some time. Upon being ac- 
cused by the Jews of sedition, he exer- 
cised his rights as a Roman citizen by 
appealing to Caesar. Before sending 
him to Rome, Festus, the governor, re- 
quested King Agrippa to give Paul a 
hearing. Our present lesson consists of 
part of Paul’s address at this time. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 26:9.—“I . . . thought , . . I ought 
to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth.” In his persecu- 
tion of the Christians, the young zealot, 
Saul of Tarsus, was not acting willfully. 
His unenlightened conscience led him to 
believe that he was glorifying God in 
his efforts to extirpate what he consid- 
ered to be a pestilent heresy. Doubtless 
he thought of Deuteronomy 13 as author- 
izing his course of action. Conscience 
alone is not a safe guide; it needs to be 
illumined by the Spirit and the Word. 

Verse 10.—“I gave my voice against 
them.” It seems clear from this passage 
that Saul was a member of the Jewish 
high council, the Sanhedrin, and there- 


fore entitled to a vote. At any rate, he 
cast his influence on the side of those 
who authorized the arrest of Christians 
and even the imposition of the death 
penalty upon them. 

Verse 11.—“I persecuted them even un- 
to strange cities.” The authority of the 
Sanhedrin was recognized even in Jew- 
ish communities in the lands of the Gen- 
tiles. Saul was commissioned by the 
council to visit such communities and to 
arrest any who professed to be Chris- 
tians. 

Verse 12.—‘As I went to Damascus.” 
Many of the dispersed Jews dwelt in this 
Syrian capital, and among them there 
were some who had accepted Jesus as 
their Messiah. Burning with intense de- 
testation of the new doctrine, Saul has- 
tened thither, bent upon stamping out 
the new heresy, as he considered it 
(Acts 9:1, 2). 

Verse 13.—“A light from heaven.” As 
Saul and his companions drew near to 
Damascus, they were startled by a bril- 
liant light from heaven, which halted 
them and led to Saul’s conversion. 


Verse 14—“Why persecutest thou 
me?” Having fallen to the earth, Saul 
was amazed to hear a voice speaking 
in Hebrew, asking why he persecuted 
Him and adding, “It is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks”—that is, the 
iron goads which were used to drive re- 
fractory oxen. It is evident that Saul 
had already begun to be disturbed in his 
own heart, while pursuing his relentless 
behavior. 

Verse 15.—“I am Jesus whom thou per- 
secutest.” This was what Paul denomin- 
ated later “the revélation of the mys- 
tery”: that Christ and His saints are one 
(Eph, 3:3-7; Rom. 16:25). It was to him 
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Lesson for September 24 


an astounding pronouncement, whereby 
he learned that every time he lifted his 
hand against a Christian, he was perse- 
cuting Jesus, whom God had raised from 
the dead and had taken up into Glory. 

Verse 16—“I have appeared ... to 
make thee a minister.” Ministers of 
Christ are not made by seminary train- 
ing, nor by ecclesiastical recognition. It 
is the Lord alone.who calls and appoints 
His servants in order that they may be 
witnesses to His truth. 

Verse 17.—“Delivering thee from the 
people,” that is, the Jews, “and from the 
Gentiles,” a term which includes all 
nations outside of Israel. To these, Saul 
was to become Christ’s messenger. 

Verse 18—“To open their eyes.” In 
this one verse, the Lord epitomized the 
glorious ministry of the Gospel and its 
blessed and abiding results for all who 
receive it in faith. Men in their natural 
state are blind to eternal verities. The 
Gospel gives sight and enlightens dark- 
ened hearts. When the message is be- 
lieved it carries with it the knowledge of 
the forgiveness of sins and assurance of 
participation in the inheritance of those 
who have been set apart to God through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant. 

Verse 19.—“I was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision.” His new commis- 
sion was accepted without argument, as 
he realized that in the past he had been 
fighting against God. Henceforth he 
threw all his energies into the great 
work of preaching the Gospel. 

Verse 20.—“Shewed that they 
should repent and turn to God.” Through- 
out his long ministry, Paul never failed 
to impress upon his hearers the necessity 
of true repentance (Acts 17:30) or self- 
judgment. He linked repentance and 
faith together as in Acts 20:21. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Certainly, if anyone could ever have 
been saved by morality and obedience 
to the Law of Moses, it would have been 
Saul of Tarsus. He was a model of de- 
Votion to the truth as he understood it; 
but the time came when he learned that 
all his righteousness was but as dross 
and refuse in the sight of God. Scrip- 
tire emphasizes the good qualities of 
this man in order to show us the hope- 
lessness of seeking to be justified by the 
works of the Law. Most people have to 
be delivered from their sins. Saul, a 
sitner, though he realized it not, had, 
first of all, to be delivered from his re- 
ligion to see the futility of all human 
effort to obtain the favor of God. It was 
the sight of the risen Christ, at God’s 
tight hand, that forever delivered this 
man from self-occupation and all thought 
of human merit as a procuring cause of 


salvation. 
Lesson Outlines 
1A misguided conscience (Acts 26:9) 


2 ting the followers of Jesus (vs, 
10-12) 
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Last Week's Lesson 
12. September 17.—James, Leader in 
the Jerusalem Church. Mark 3:31- 
35; 6:3; 1 Corinthians 15:7; Gala- 
tiams 2:9-12; Acts 12:17; 15. 
(In this order.) 


Next Week's Lesson 
. October 1.—What Is Christian Liv- 


~ 


ing? Matthew 5:1-20; 18:21-35; 
Acts 11:19-26; Romans 12:9-21; 
Philippians 1:27-30; 1 Thessa- 


lonians 5:15-23; James 1:22-27 








. Light from heaven (v. 13) 

. The voice of Jesus (vs, 14, 15) 
The divine commission (vs. 16-18) 
. Implicit obedience (vs. 19, 20) 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Self-righteousness vs, God’s Righteous- 
ness. In his early life it never dawned 
upon Saul of Tarsus that he was unable 
to fulfill the demands of the Law and so 
be saved on the basis of his own good 
behavior. Like vast numbers today, he 
was ignorant of God’s righteousness and 
was going about seeking to work out a 
righteousness of his own. One of the 
first lessons we all need to learn is that 
“there is none righteous, no, not one” 
(Rom. 3:10), and that all which we 
count as righteousness is but as filthy 
rags in the sight of an infinitely holy 
God (Isa. 64:6). It is when we learn 
this lesson that we are prepared to re- 
ceive the righteousness which is of God 
by faith (Rom. 3:22). This righteousness 
is imputed to all who believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:3, 24). 


Repentance. Scme Gospel preachers 
seem to be afraid to stress the impor- 
tance of repentance, evidently thinking 
of it as meritorious, and therefore con- 
trary to the grace of God. Repentance 
is simply a change of mind which in- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
EFORE how many judges did Paul 
stand before he reached Rome, and 
who were they? 

2. How did Paul’s judges respond to 
his testimony? 

3. How often is the story of Paul's 
conversion told? 

4. Who was Agrippa? 

5. Why did Paul make so much of his 
being a Pharisee? 

6. How did his persecution of the 
Christians afterward affect him? 

7. What does the statement in verse 10, 
“I gave my voice,” suggest in regard to 
Saul’s position in Israel? 

8. What is evident from the last sen- 
tence in verse 14? 

9. Why did Paul begin his witnessing 
in Damascus, and not in Jerusalem ac- 
cording to Acts 1:8? 

10. What does Paul mean by “works 
meet for repentance”? (v. 20.) 


, (Answers on page 771) 
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volves a changed attitude toward self, 
sin, and God. In other words, it is the 
sinner’s confessed recognition of his lost 
condition and his need of a Saviour. 
Apart from repentance there can be no 
saving faith. 


Summaries and Applications 


People often say it does not matter 
what a man believes if he is only sin- 
cere. But in Saul we see a man who 
sincerely believed he was on the road 
to Heaven, when he was on the road to 
eternal ruin. 

A knowledge of the Holy Scriptures 
will not save the soul. Saul knew the 
Scriptures well, but he was lost never- 
theless. It was when he came to know 
the Christ of the Scriptures that he re- 
ceived new life and became a partaker 
of the divine nature, 

Religion, as such, cannot save. Saul 
was intensely religious when he was 
persecuting the church of God. He had 
to learn that the Lord Jesus is the only 
Saviour, and when he knew Him he 
counted all his religion but loss for His 
name’s sake. 

Morality cannot save. Saul was a 
thoroughly moral young man, while re- 
jecting the Saviour God had provided. 
He prided himself on his blameless life, 
but when he saw the Lord he counted 
it all but loss that he might win Christ. 

As Paul obeyed the heavenly vision 
God’s truth was opened up to him ever 
in fuller, richer measure, so that through 
his written ministry the Spirit of God 
has given us the fullest revelation of 
the divine purpose and grace which is 
to be found in the Holy Scriptures, 

Wunona LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We praise 
Thee, our Father, for the blessings still 
flowing to men through the life and work 
of the Apostle Paul, that through him 
the Gospel went to the Gentiles, even- 
tually reaching us, and that his writings 
have preserved for us the truth of the 
Gospel despite all the working of error. 
Establish us in Gospel truth and give us 
a deep experience of the salvation of 
Christ. Take from us whatever is un- 
worthy of a Christian, and forgive aught 
that has grieved Thy Spirit in our lives, 
Fill us with such love for Christ and for 
souls that our life shall be one constant 
testimony to the praise of our Lord and 
the blessing of men. Cleanse and 
strengthen Thy Church. Unify Thy true 
people. Restrain evil workers, give 
peace to the earth, and send the Gospel 
to all men in converting power. Give 
comfort and help to the afflicted among 
men, and make us channels of Thy 
mercy to others, for Christ’s sake, Amen, 

After the Lesson.—The vision of Christ 
that converted Paul also commissioned 
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him. “I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose,” the Saviour said to him, “to 


make thee a minister and a witness... 
of these things which thou hast seen.” 
We sing, “We're saved, saved to tell 
others,” and that was true of Paul. How 
well did Paul carry out his commission? 
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After twenty-seven years, he could say 
to King Agrippa, “I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision: but shewed 
first unto them of Damascus, and at Jer- 
usalem, and throughout all the coasts of 
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to God.” To 
do this Paul had made three missionary 
tours, had led many to Christ, had 
directed the work of his helpers, had 
maintained a correspondence with his 
churches, and still was hoping and pray- 
ing to get to parts yet unreached. He 
had gone through many dangers and 
great sufferings, but nothing moved him 
from his life work of telling others of 
the Saviour. 

And this is the real task of every 
Christian. Once we have seen the Lord 
Jesus for what He really is, then to tell 
others and lead them to Him is what 
we most desire to do. The best proof 
that we know and love the Saviour is 
a burning passion to win others. It was 
such a passion that sent John Geddie 
from Canada to the cannibal island of 
Aneityum in the South Pacific. His 
memorial tablet says: 

When he landed in 1848 

There were no Christians here. 

When he left in 1872 

There were no heathen. 
God may have a work like that for some 
of us. He certainly wants each of us 
to be His witness at home, at school, and 
at work. We're saved to tell others. Are 
we attending to our business? 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I verily thought with myself” (Acts 
26:9) —Weymouth renders this: “I my- 
self, however, thought it a duty to do 
many things in: hostility to the name of 
Jesus, the Nazarene.” Why did he enter- 
tain such thoughts? Because of his edu- 
cation. His training was such that he 
whcleheartedly believed that the Lord 
Jesus Christ was an impostor, and that 
those who believed in Him were so fan- 
atical that it would be a divine service 
to exterminate them. Education — and 
his was of the highest type — was a huge 
stumbling block in the way of truth. 

It is to be regretted that in many insti- 
tutions of higher learning today, efforts 
are made to deny the fact of the essential 
deity of Jesus Christ and the divine in- 
spiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
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We would rejoice to see more persons 
taking the stand of Winston Churchill, 
who said: “We believe that the most 
scientific view, the most up-to-date and 
rationalistic conception, will find its 
fullest satisfaction in taking the Bible 
story literally... 
by the tomes of Professor Gradgrind and 
Dr. Dryasdust. We may be sure that all 
these things happened just as they are 
set out according to Holy Writ. We may 
believe that they happened to people not 
so very different from ourselves, and 
that the impressions those people re- 
ceived were faithfully recorded and have 
been transmitted across the centuries 
with far more accuracy than many of 
the telegraphed accounts we read of 
goings on today. In the words of a for- 
gotten work of Mr. Gladstone, we rest 
with assurance upon ‘the impregnable 
rock of holy Scripture.” 

“Which thing I also did in Jerusalem’ 
(v. 10). —He executed his wrong thoughts. 
He was an example of the proverb which 
says, “For as he thinketh in his heart, 
so is he” (Prov. 23:7). He was, as he 
said elsewhere, “a blasphemer, and a 
persecutor, and injurious.” He did his 
level best to persuade believers to blas- 
pheme. “Being exceedingly mad against 
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them,” he “persecuted them even unto 
strange [or foreign] cities.” 

It appears that there is no hatred as 
intense as religious hatred. Earlier to- 
day I read an article in the Christian 
Beacon, entitled “Romanism With the 
Gloves Off,” by Herbert Money of Lima, 
Peru. The article said: “The Huallaga 
Valley Presbytery of the Peruvian Evan. 
gelical Church, which comprises the con. 
gregations in the vicinity of Huanuco, 
was scheduled to meet in the village of 
Cascay on April 17. By way of prepar- 
ing ground for a demonstration of 
Roman intolerance toward the Gospel, 
the Bishop of Huanuco went out of his 
way some two weeks previously to give 
the villagers a spot of special instruc- 
tion, the gist of which was that, since 
‘error has no rights’ and Protestants are 
in error, they should be treated accord- 
ingly. Having urged an appeal to vio- 
lence, he assured his flock that there 
would be complete liberty to beat up 
the heretics without interference on the 
part of authorities, and promised, more- 
over, that, in the event of any of them 
getting into trouble, he would intercede 
on their behalf.” 

Consequently, in the darkness of the 
night, when the church bells clanged the 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evange cal 


churches. 


He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 








BB SBPenwseBPSeesesesese cc 


a 
= 


ZSasgtese 


a 











1950 


2n unto 


itred as 
lier to- 
hristian 
ith the 
f Lima, 
‘uallaga 
1 Evan- 
he con. 
uanuco, 
llage of 
prepar- 
ion of 
Gospel, 
, of his 
to give 
nstruc- 
|, since 
nts are 
accord- 
to vio- 
t there 
eat up 
on the 
more- 
f them 
tercede 


of the 
zed the 


+ AS 


a 
r 


& 








Lesson tor September 24 


emergency alarm, “a fanatical mob soon 
gathered carrying sticks, stones, and 
firearms, and to the accompaniment of 
revolver shots, proceeded to beat up all 
the Protestants they could find. The 
meeting house was broken into and its 
inmates brutally assaulted.” The pas- 
tor was so unmercifully beaten by a 

that he was “left lying unconscious 
in a pool of blood.” In one way the vil- 
lagers are not to be blamed, for they 
were simply doing what they were 
taught to do by priest and bishop. We 
only refer to the incident to show that 
religious hatred acts the same today as 
in the days of Saul of Tarsus. 


“IT am Jesus whom thou persecutest” 
(y, 15).—Paul told Timothy, “I obtained 
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in un- 
belief.” This highly educated man ad- 
mits his ignorance and unbelief. How 
we wish a host of highly educated per- 
sons today would confess their ignor- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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ance of eternal verities and obtain 
mercy ! 

What a revelation to Paul to hear the 
Lord Himself say, “I am Jesus!” That 
was the name he hated. That was the 
name he sought to eradicate. The one 
whom he regarded as an impostor re- 
vealed Himself as the Lord in Glory. 
That wrought the necessary change, and 
the man who diligently sought to destroy 
the faith became the outstanding de- 
fender of it. 


“But shewed first unto them of Da- 
mascus” (vy. 20).—Once he received his 
commission and his message, he was not 
disobedient. He started right in where 
he was, telling his hearers to “repent 
and turn to God, and do works meet for 
repentance.” Then on he went to Jeru- 
salem, and all the coasts of Judzea, and 
then to the Gentiles. 

“He continued till his voice had been 
heard in Antioch, in Athens, in Ephesus, 
in Corinth, in Macedonia, along the Ad- 
riatic coast, and in Imperial Rome. He 
climbed mountains, threaded valleys, 
crossed rivers, passed through towns and 
villages, hamlets, and deserts, and sailed 
seas till he had placed to his credit thou- 
sands of miles as a traveler, and thou- 
sands of lives as a winner of souls” (I. 
M. Haldeman). He was a world evan- 
gelist indeed! 


Lord Beaverbrook said: “If I were 


‘ in a position to influence the life of a 


sincere young man today, I would say 
to him, ‘Rather choose to be an evan- 
gelist than a Cabinet Minister or a mil- 
lionaire.’ When I was a young man I 
pitied my father for being a poor man 
and a humble preacher of the Word. 
Now that I am older I envy him his life 
and his career.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
ve 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when I stand off and 

look at Paul the great apostle, I 
think of the first time I saw Pike’s Peak 
at a distance, so high in the sky, so wide 
that it seemed to rest astride the Conti- 
nental Divide, and so deep-grounded in 
the bowels of the earth, so steadfast, so 
immovable, so unafraid. No storm could 
budge it one-thousandth of an inch from 
its position. About twenty years ago a 
man attempted to push a peanut with 
his nose (he had a six-inch extension on 
it) all the way up Pike’s Peak, starting 
at Manitou, twenty miles below. It 
would be just as foolish for us to attempt 
to cover the life and character of Paul 
in one short lesson. 

But our text today records only one 
incident in Paul’s life (except as he re- 
fers to others), as he stands bold and 
fearless before King Agrippa and Gov- 
ernor Felix. Paul stood alone and 
friendless (humanly speaking) that day 
before the high-ups who seemed to hold 
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his life in their hands; but he did not 
fail to witness to the Saviourhood of 
Christ his Lord and Master, to whom 
he had surrendered one day on the 
plains of Syria before the gates of Da- 
mascus. He “pulled no punches.” He 
told them, “I continue unto this day, 
witnessing both to small and great, say- 
ing none other things than those which 
the prophets and Moses did say should 
come.” Until Festus cried out “with a 
loud voice, Paul thou art beside thyself; 
much learning doth make thee mad!” 
And Agrippa said, “Almost thou per- 
suadest me to be a Christian.” Paul 
could lie down that night and truly say, 
“This day I have done a good job for my 
Lord.” Fellows, how many nights in a 
week can you say that? 

One dominating thought in Paul’s life 
was his great debt to Jesus Christ. He 
could never pay it off in money or prop- 
erty or anything he might possess as 
long as he lived, not even by his life 
of devoted service; but he would have 
the satisfaction of paying all he could, 
and using every opportunity to pay. It 
was “this one thing I do” (Phil, 3:13) 
with Paul; to proclaim Christ as the 
Saviour of the world. To the Corinthi- 
ans he said, “Yet have I made myself 
servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more. . , . I am made all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save 
some” (1 Cor. 9:19, 22). “I am not to be 
a superior person among men, but a 
bondslave of the Lord Jesus. I am a 
debtor to every one on the face of the 
earth because of the Gospel of Jesus.” 
That is the spirit that kept Paul eter- 
nally at the job; that made him bold and 
fearless in the presence of kings and 
governors; that made him tender and 
appealing to poor down-and-outs and 
shipwrecked mariners. 

Fellows, according to Paul’s standard, 
every unsaved person in your commu- 
nity or in your reach is your responsibil- 
ity —not because’ you owe that person 
anything (maybe he owes you some- 
thing!) but because you owe a debt to 
Jesus Christ that you can never finish 
paying as long as you live, 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE Apostle Paul was the first great 

world evangelist, and without doubt 
the most powerful. In his lifetime he 
evangelized almost all the known world, 
and although he has been in Heaven 
close to nineteen hundred years, his 
evangelism still goes on through the 
Epistles which God inspired him to 
write, How many of you can give some 
special verse through which you were 
led to Christ? (Acts 16:31; Rom. 6:23; 
10:9; the last part of Gal. 2:20.) Paul 
wrote both the Epistle to the Romans 
and also the one to the Galatians. While 
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he did not write the Book of Acts, Acts 
16:31 is the answer he gave the jailer 
who wanted to be saved. So some in 
this class have been converted through 
the work of the Apostle Paul, and 
thousands of other people, too, all down 
the centuries. 

What made Paul such a wonderful 
evangelist? Do you remember what he 
said when he met the Lord for the first 
time on the road to Damascus? (“Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?”) That 
question became the keynote of his life. 
Paul was characterized by obedience to 
the Lord. 

Let us read together Acts 16:9, 10, 
where we get Paul’s call to the evangel- 
ization of Europe. What was it that 
made Paul leave “immediately” for 
Macedonia? (He was anxious to go to 
the man who had called for help.) No 
doubt Paul was moved by his vision of 
the need of Macedonia, but was that the 
real reason Paul went there immedi- 
ately? Can anyone find it? (“Assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called [him] 
. ., to preach the gospel unto them.”) 
You have it! Paul left for Macedonia at 
once in obedience to the call of God. 
What two words in verse 11 show his 
prompt obedience? (They “came with a 
straight course.”) 

Now read Acts 16:12, 13. Notice who 
came regularly to prayer meeting. 
(Women.) Remember that, girls! A 
wonderful work took place in Philippi. 
From the Book of Philippians we learn 
how dearly Paul came to love his con- 
verts there. But I believe it came about 
largely through the prayers of those de- 
vout women. Girls and women have a 
very important place to fill in God’s 
plan of world evangelism, and perhaps 
their greatest duty is faithfulness in 
prayer. 

Read verses 14 and 15, and see’ who 
was the first European convert. (A 
woman named Lydia.) She had the 
honor of entertaining Paul and Silas and 
Luke because she was faithful to the 
Lord. 

Now turn to Acts 17:22, 23 and see 
another reason why God could use the 
Apostle Paul so wonderfully. He was 
interested in others, and that made him 
tactful. As Paul walked along the 
streets of. Athens, he was not thinking 
about himself, nor about all he had suf- 
fered for Christ. He was wondering how 
to approach the Athenians with the true 
Gospel. When he saw an altar labeled, 
“To the unknown God,” he realized that 
this would be a natural point of contact. 
He had come to tell the people of Athens 
* about the true God, whom they did not 
know. 

Read Acts 17: 24-31 and see how many 
times you find the words “all” and 
“every.” Paul thought in terms of the 
whole world for Christ. He told the 


Athenians that God had created the 
world, and that some day it would be 
judged by Him. Paul’s concern for all 
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mankind made it possible for the Lord 
to use him in world-wide blessing. 

Paul showed his obedience to God and 
his love for lost souls by all that he en- 
dured to carry the Gospel around the 
known world. Read 2 Corinthians 11: 
24-27 to get a little idea of what it cost 
him. 

In Acts 26 we find Paul a prisoner. 
He had done nothing for which to be 
punished. He had given all that he had 
to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For 
that, he was on trial before King Agrip- 
pa. In verses 9 to 20 we get Paul’s own 
account of God’s call to him and his 
response to that call. Let us take turns 
reading these verses, and see what you 
think is the most significant statement 
Paul made. (“I was not disobedient un- 
to the heavenly vision.”) How wonder- 
ful to be able to say that truthfully, as the 
Apostle Paul did! His supreme aim was 
to glorify the Lord. Who can say 1 Cor- 
inthians 2:2, the Golden Text? Paul 
had no desire to make people think well 
of him, to make money or anything else, 
he only wanted to preach Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. 

Paul was sent to Rome a prisoner. 
For some time there, he was kept in the 
palace dungeon. Above him lived the 
Roman Emperor Nero enjoying every 
luxury and the name of being world 
ruler. In that day it looked as if Nero 
was much greater than the poor prisoner 
Paul. But it has been pointed out that 
today men name their sons after Paul 
and their dogs after Nero. 

And in the coming day the contrast 
will be seen to be much greater. Paul 
will be publicly praised by the Lord he 
served for his life of obedience and de- 
votion, and will receive the highest 
awards. Girls, when we see even one 
of the rewards the Lord is going to give, 
we will realize that everything earth 
had to offer was as nothing in compari- 
son. Are you and I earning any of 
God’s special prizes? 

What of Nero when he comes before 
the Judge of all the earth? He will 
stand trembling as he listens to his eter- 
nal doom. Then how he will wish that 
he had heeded the message of Paul the 
prisoner in the first century! 

In whose company are you going to 
spend eternity? It will have to be either 
with Paul or with Nero. There is no 
other place. 

You who know that you are going to 
Heaven where Paul is, and still more 
wonderful, where his Lord is, are you 
one of God’s obedient children, whom 
He can use in blessing to others? 

Let us close our class this morning by 
singing — 

Lord, help me to please Thee throughout 
ev'ry day, 

In all that I do and in all that I say; 

That filled with Thy Spirit each day I 
may be 

A blessing to others and pleasing to Thee. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 
ee => = which nn 
trations are accepted may be had from 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one, 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

Not What, But Whom?—I determined 
not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified (1 Cor. 
2:2, Golden Text). James Inglis was a 
graduate of Edinburgh University, 
learned and eloquent. He became the 
most popular preacher in Detroit, Mich. 
Eager listeners filled his church to over- 
flowing. Preparing sermons for the fol- 
lowing Sunday, it seemed a voice said 
to him, “James Inglis, whom are you 
preaching?” Startled, he answered, “I 
am preaching good theology.” “I did 
not ask what you are preaching, but whom 
you are preaching?” Inglis answered, 
“I am preaching the Gospel.” Again 
the voite said, “I did not ask you what 
you are preaching; I ased whom you 
are preaching?” Silent, with bowed 
head for a long time sat the preacher, 
then rousing himself, he cried: “O my 
God, I am preaching James Inglis. But 
henceforth I will preach Christ and Him 
crucified.” Inglis went to a chest of 
drawers in his study, took his eloquent 
sermons from the files, and burned them 
one by one. From that day he turned 
his back upon popularity, and gave him- 
self wholly, by life and testimony, to 
the task of lifting Christ before men. 
And God honored his consecration in 
ever-widening influence. He served on 
the American New Testament Revision 
Committee, edited two widely read re- 
ligious papers, and became the teacher 
of such men as James H. Brookes of St. 
Louis, A. J. Gordon of Boston, William 
J. Erdman of Philadelphia, and D. L. 
Moody of Northfield. More than sixty 
years have passed since he died, but 
his name is held in grateful remem- 
brance by spiritual leaders here and 
abroad.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Not Wanted.—I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest (Acts 26:15). The story is 
told of a well-known Hebrew Christian 
missionary, who, on a journey to Ire- 
land, noticed a shop displaying a sign, 
“Jews not served.” He made bold to 
enter and question the proprietor about 
it. The conversation is supposed to have 
ended with the missionary stretching out 
his hand and taking from the wall the 
picture of the Virgin and the crucifix 
with the caustic remark: “If Jews are 
not wanted here, then let us leave to- 
gether.”—From the Life of Faith. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Sussex, Eng. 


The Only One He Has.—To make thee 
a... witness (Acts 26:16). Miss Frances 
Ridley Havergal, soon after she became 
a Christian, went to a school at Dussel- 
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Lesson for September 24 


dorf. Her heart was warm with love 
to her Saviour, and she was all eager 
to speak for Him. To her dismay, how- 
ever, she soon discovered that among the 
hundred girls she was the only Chris- 
tian. Her first feeling was that she could 
not confess Christ in that great com- 
pany of unchristian companions. Her 
gentle, sensitive heart shrank from a 
duty so hard. Her second thought, how- 
ever, was that she could not refrain from 
confessing Him. “I am the only one He 
has here,” she said. And this thought 
became a source of strength and inspira- 
tion. She felt she was Christ’s witness 
jn that school, His only witness, and she 


dare not fail—From Home Chat. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Inverted —or Converted?—To turn 


them from darkness to light (Acts 26: 
18). During the war of 1914-18, the 
Chaplain General of the Forces, Bishop 
Gaylor Smith, had been visiting a mili- 
tary hospital. On the way out he passed 
aparty of convalescents who were seated 
around a table on which his quick eye 
spied a bowl turned upside down. He 
said to the men, “Do you know the two 
things inside that bowl? No? Darkness 
and uselessness.” Then he turned it the 
right way up. “Now,” he said, “it is 
full of light, and ready to hold porridge, 
or soup, or anything you like to use it 
for. It is a converted bowl. Which are 
you men like? The inverted, dark, use- 
less bowl, or the converted, light, useful 
bowl, because you have turned from 
darkness to light — from Satan to God?” 
—From the Pentecostal Evangel. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Made for the Sky Road.—I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision 
(Acts 26:19). A little lad, listening to 
the mythical story of Pegasus, the 
winged horse, exclaimed, “Why did he 
goon the dirt road when he was made 
forthe sky road?” Are not all Christians 
Made for the sky road? They are dis- 
obedient to the heavenly vision when they 
travel on the dirt road—From Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Paul Did Not Ask.—Not disobedient 
(Acts 26:19). Whither, O Christ? The 
vision did not say; nor did Paul ask, but 
started on the way. If Paul had asked, 
amd if the Lord had said; if Paul had 
known the long, hard road ahead; if 
With the heavenly vision, Paul had seen 
slark poverty with cold and hungry mien, 
black fetid prisons with their chains and 
stocks, fierce robbers lurking amid tum- 
bled rocks, the raging of the mob, the 
@ashing stones, the aching eyes, hot 
fever in the bones, perils of mountain 
Passes wild and steep, perils of tempest 
inthe angry deep, the drag of loneli- 
Ness, the curse of lies, mad bigotry’s 
suspicious peering eyes, the bitter foe, 


* ' weakly, blundering friend, the 
sword of Caesar at the end— 
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would Paul have turned him back with 
shuddering moan and settled down at 
Tarsus, had he known? No! and a thou- 
sand times the thundering No! Where 
Jesus went, there Paul rejoiced to go. 
Prisons were palaces where Jesus stayed; 
with Jesus near, he asked no other aid; 
the love of Jesus kept him glad and 
warm, bold before kings and safe in any 
storm. Whither, O Christ? The vision 
did not say. Paul did not care. He 
started on the way.—From Amos R. 
Wells, in “Springs in the Valley.” Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration, 


Toughest — But Most Blessed.—I was 
not disobedient unto the heavenly vision 
(Acts 26:19). Chaplain T. J. Gamble was 
speaking in an associational meeting in 
the little church where he had surren- 
dered his life to Christ twenty-two years 
before. “I told Jesus I would answer His 
call, that I would go wherever He 
wanted me to go and do whatever He 
wanted me to do. Little did I think, 
that Sunday morning more than a score 


pot years ago, that His call would one day 


carry me six thousand miles away from 
the wife I love, the boy I adore, to a 
hospital in North Africa, to the battle- 
fields of France, and to the hospitals of 
England. Little did I think how much 
I would be called upon to suffer, to en- 
dure, or to sacrifice. But I am glad He 
called and that I surrendered. The two 
years I spent overseas were the toughest 
—but the most blessed of my life. I 
learned to walk more perfectly with 
Him.”—From Harold Dye, in the Teacher, 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: How Paul Spread the 
Story of Jesus. (Acts 16:9-12; 17:22- 
26; 2 Cor. 11:25, 26). 

AVE a copy of each Memory Verse 

from Lesson 7 through 13 (omitting 
the words, “And Mary said,” in Lesson 
9) on a separate sheet of typewriter 
paper in large writing easily read by 
the class. Include the references. Pass 
the sheets to pupils. If the holder of 
James 1:22 can identify the author, have 
him stand in front of the class with the 
verse visible. Then let the class select 


“another verse which they think answers 


that command with a “Yes, I will” (Psa. 
119:16). If the holder of that verse 
identifies the author as David, he goes 
to the front, too. Do the same, matching 
Deuteronomy 6:5 (Moses) with Luke 1: 
46, 47 (Mary); and Mark 16:15 (the Lord 
Jesus) with Acts 5:29 (Peter) and 1 
Corinthians 3:9 (Paul). If any pupil 
cannot identify the author of his verse, 
let a pupil who can do so take that 
verse. For further drill on the verses, 
conceal the written copies, and have the 
“authors” give the commands and the 
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class give unison replies of the corre- 
sponding verses, 

Some people obeyed the Lord Jesus’ 
command to “preach the gospel to every 
creature” by staying where they were 
and telling God’s word to people there, 
John the Baptist and James, for instance. 
Others went to new places so as to cover 
“all the world,” Paul and John Mark, 
for instance. We have talked about 
John Mark before. What do you know 
about Paul? How did God tell him 
where to go next, one time when Paul 
was puzzled about it? (Acts 16:9, 10.) 
Did he obey? (vs. 10-12. Do you 
know how he traveled that time? (By 
boat.) I think of another missionary 
whom God told to go to a certain place, 
and that missionary got into a boat and 
sailed in the opposite direction. (Review 
Jonah.) Paul helped many people in 
many places to know God. He had 
many strange and hard experiences. He 
names some of them in 2 Corinthians 11: 
25-27. 

Can you name some of the great mis- 
sionaries of the past, who have gone into 
difficult parts of the world in order to 
“preach the gospel to every creature”? 
Does our church send missionaries now? 
(The teacher may have asked certain 
pupilS to report on missionaries of the 
past and present, if such information is 
available.) 

If the scrapbooks have not yet been 
closed, use a page for Paul. For the 
Memory Verse page, let the children 
plan how they can preach the Gospel to 
the ones who look at their books. Scraps 
of black, red, white, green, and gold 
paper may be used for the ideas of the 
familiar Wordless Book. Using a heart 
pattern cut one from each color. Paste 
onto the page, and by each write what 
it stands for, and copy the Scripture. 
Black: the heart with sin in it (Rom. 
3:23a; 6:23a); red: the heart that asks 
the Lord Jesus to come in and cover the 
sin with His blood (1 John 1:7b); white: 
the heart with sin washed away (Psa. 
51:7b, 10a); green: the heart growing 
for the Lord Jesus (2 Pet. 3:18); gold: 
the heart in Heaven (John 14:2ac), 
What Book of the Bible pictures the 
gold heart's home? Revelation, the last 
Book of the Bible. Let the children con- 
sider which hearts picture their own. 
There may be some ready to make a de- 
cision this day because the teacher has 
obeyed the Memory Verse. 

The next quarter’s lessons are on the 
Christian life. To follow up the mission- 
ary interest of the present lesson, and to 
provide fascinating stories showing boys 
and girls living the Christian life, I 
suggest the use of Standard “Missionary 
Pict-O-Graph Stories.”1 The set con- 
tains ready-to-cut-out figures for nine 
missionary stories from different coun- 
tries. Each one of the stories is appro- 





1The Standard Publishing Co., 
10; $1. 


Cincinnati 
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Beautiful and unique pressed flowers 


from Bethlehem with picture of Church of the Nativity, made 
into Christmas card folder. A card that will never be thrown 
away. Six for one dollar, thirty-five for five dollars. Profits 
go to sanatorium and refugee work. Order at once so as to 
reach you in time. Personal checks to Dr. Tom Lambie, 
Box 1, Bethlehem, Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan. 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Cc jon Li —Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


4. M. HALL, Inc., Now York 18, NY. 


ALL roe > 400 


A REAL BARGAIN! HERE IT Is! 
A $1 box of 21-piece Rerignaye Text Deluxe Christmas 
ds and attractive 50c box of “Hymn Phrase” Scrip- 
ture Text Stationery, a Free Gift with our Christmas 
gift catalog. Post paid to you for only $1. U.S.A. only. 
McBETH’S Religious Art Studio 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
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DROP THAT GUN! 


Parents, are you tired of hearing this 
around your home? Your children will find 
new and better interests in MY CHUM 
magazine. Children of all ages love it and 
wait for its arrival every month. Only $2 
a year. Send 10c for sample copy. 


MY CHUM, Box S, Highland, Illinois 


CHRIS TLAN 


Our box “3 21 a2 Euhame Christmas folders nee, napropriate 
- at express 

Cumistinas spirit. "Add spiritual caeiity to the 
Tonteten igns are artistically lithographed in 
seven Deautifully” tinted pa: a ¢ colors. These Christ-honor- 
ing cards make Seonte necio ous that CHRISTmas is 
Christ ‘6 birthday. Sell readily at $1. As Special Sample 
Offer we will mail these 21 folders plus box of beautiful 
all-occasion folders post-paid for $1. Groups raise funds, 
agents make —~ (% selli our complete line of 30 


Assortments to 100%. 
SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD ¢ CO. Bar 39 Shepherdstown, Pa. 
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priate to one of the lessons in the next 
quarter. The way of salvation is not 
given, but it may be put into the mouths 
of some of the characters. 
Orono, MAINE. 
bd 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HERE is no character in the Bible 

with more appeal than Paul. He 
was born a Jew, and raised in the strict- 
est sect of the Jews. He had the best 
teaching that could be given by the 
Jewish teachers, and of course they 
taught him that Jesus Christ was an im- 
poster, that He was not the Messiah. 
And young Saul—that was his name 
then — thought he was doing the will of 
God when he went about to persecute 
the Christians. (Perhaps you can find 
a picture of Paul.) 

Then came that day on the Damascus 
road when Christ spoke to him, and he 
knew that Christ was not an imposter, 
but was truly the Messiah, and his Lord. 
From that day, Paul turned the other 
way. His life was spent preaching the 
Gospel as far over the world as he could 
go. And no missionary ever has suf- 
fered more than Paul did. Just listen to 
the list of his persecutions: five times 
he received thirty-nine strokes of a 
whip; three times he was beaten with 
rods; once he was stoned; three times he 
was shipwrecked, being in the water 
one time for a day and a night; he took 
long journeys; he was in danger of rob- 
bers; he was in danger from the heathen; 
he was tired and sick; he was hungry 
and thirsty; he was cold and poorly 
clothed. All those things happened to him 
because he was preaching the Gospel. 

Besides that, he had all the burden of 
all the churches, and any trouble in one 
of them was trouble for Paul. And after 
all that, he gave his life for his faith, 
for Roman soldiers killed him, after he 
had been in prison in Rome a long time. 

But missionaries give everything to 
the Lord, their lives and all they have. 
I wish you could all have been with me 
last night, especially the children, when 
I heard Dr. Talbot, president of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, tell of his trip 
to Borneo, and show the pictures he and 
Mr, Bauman took. He went to visit Mr. 
and Mrs. Mauw, who had been students 
in the Bible Institute twenty years ago, 
and had gone to Borneo, because they 
wanted to go where the people had never 
heard of a God who loved them. When 
they reached Borneo, traders at the coast 
told them that the head-hunters would 
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kill them, but they knew God called 
them to go there, and they were not 
afraid. When they reached the first vil- 
lage in the jungle, they were the first 
white people the head-hunters had ever 
seen. They made them understand that 
they were friendly, and after a while, 
they began to learn words of the natives’ 
language, and then they began to tell 
them about the Lord Jesus Christ who 
had died for them. Some began to be- 
lieve, and now there are thousands of 
believers, and Dr. Talbot showed the 
pictures of them, tramping through the 
jungle, coming to church. When the 
missionaries went there, the men counted 
their wealth, not by money or sheep or 
cattle, but by heads—the number of 
heads of people they had killed. One 
chief had eighty heads around his house, 
and there they hung as the missionary 
told him the Gospel story. And he be- 
lieved, and threw away his war knives. 

Most of the men who are the native 
preachers and the church members were 
head-hunters, killers, but the Lord Jesus 
Christ has conquered them all. When 
they are saved, they put on clothing, for 
they were naked as heathen. 

It is a story of miracle, but the sad 
part of it Dr. Talbot told us at the last. 
One of the chiefs wanted to ask him 
questions. He asked what kind of house 
he lived in, and some other questions 
like that, and then asked if the Chris- 
tians in America had burning hearts. At 
first Dr. Talbot didn’t understand him. 
He asked again, “Do all the Christians in 
America have burning hearts, burning to 
tell about Jesus Christ, and win souls?” 

And Dr. Talbot had to tell him that 
some had burning hearts and some 
didn’t. He asked in surprise then, “And 
do you call those Christians who do not 
have a burning heart?” 

What about it, children? Would you 
say that we should call people who have 
no wish to tell others about the Lord, 
Christians? They say they believe, but 
they show no sign of it, 

What about you and me? Will Jesus 
look for the burning heart? How will 
He find yours and mine? For you know 
He is coming some day soon. What are 
we going to say then? Will we be in 
the class with Paul of the burning heart, 
and the missionaries of all countries, and 
the preachers and the teachers with 
burning hearts? When even a head- 
hunter, who has turned Christian, thinks 
we are not Christians without the burn- 
ing heart, how will we be able to face 
the Lord? 


FELTON, CALIF. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for September 24 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 765) 


1. Three: Felix (Acts 24:1-22); Festus 
(chap. 25:7-12), Agrippa (chap. 26: 1-29). 

2. Felix gave an answer of proscrasti- 
nation (chap. 24:25); Festus an answer of 
ignorance (chap. 26:24); Agrippa an an- 
swer of scorn (chap. 26:28). 

'3. Three times (chaps. 9:1-18; 22:3-16; 
26: 9-19). 


4. Herod Agrippa II, son of the Herod 
Agrippa of Acts 12, great-grandson of 
Herod the Great. He was a Jew, of 
Asmonzean blood, and remained in the 
favor of Rome until his death in A.D. 
100. 

5. To emphasize the fact that he was 
not a loose Jew, easily swayed by strange 
doctrines. 

6. He magnified the grace of God, and 
always regarded his persecuting the 
saints as a mark of unworthiness (1 Cor. 
15:9). 

7. If the Greek phrase is to be taken 
literally, it would suggest that Saul was 
amember of the Sanhedrin. See Cony- 
beare and Howson. 


8. That Saul was going through a spir- 
itual struggle, and that his persecuting 
zeal was an attempt to drown rising con- 
victions. The most sudden crisis has its 
preparations. 


§. Our “Jerusalem” is where we are. 


’ That is where the new convert began. 


10. Christianity is an ethical faith, 
and repentance in the Christian sense 
involves a complete change of conduct. 
An echo of James 2: 14-20. 


Wueaton, ILL. 
wy 


This Year's Bible Mastery 
Month Campaign 


HE twenty-first annual Bible Mastery 

Month Campaign will be conducted 
by the Presbytery of Seattle this coming 
October. Though local in origin, the 
tesponse is world wide. It operated last 
year in every state but five, in five 
Canadian provinces, and six foreign 
lands; more than twenty-four denomi- 
Nations were represented, with thou- 
sands of faithful readers and many pas- 
ffs crowning the program with their 
expositions. 

The “Royal Epistle” — Hebrews — with 
is keyword, “better,” is chosen for this 
year. There are alternative “commitals” 
either to read the Epistle through 
daily, or to read at least three chapters 
daily. A leader of Southern Presbyte- 
tian women writes, “Many of our women 
Will read as much as the entire Book of 
Hebrews daily.” 

The Bible Mastery Method, the method 
of the masters, was used and advocated 
by such men as G. Campbell Morgan, 
James Stalker, Richard G. Moulton, 


| for  selli 
ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent o; 
tunity for yourself, - or organization. her 
| fast money- 


| Dept. G-38 
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YOU MAKE $50.00 


_100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- 


Write for samples on approval. 


ROBINSON CARDS 
Clinton, Mass. 
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Get a 


eral Bible Courses. Write for Application. 
GREENSBURG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Oakland and Stanton 
Greensburg - - . . 





BIBLE EDUCATION 


Daytime and Eyening Classes. Three-year Gen- 


Pennsylvania 











f. ; 
Banners vy TE 


Famous for years as a standard of quality. Price includes 
hardwood sticks, cords and gold finish ends. Banners made 
lettering and designs. 


of good quality felt with attractive 


te, 3p Danner Sines. tapes Citeer mages. See 
inches $2.25 
No. 15 Banner Banner Class. Blue with white 


ite, lettering, gad 

border and open Bible design. Size 17 by 27 inches. 5 
Attendance Class. Blue with white let- 

tering and gold border. Size 17 by 27 inches. $3.00 

No. 17 Banner Class. Pu 

ize 17 by 27 baches 

Base. Substantial wood 94 inches in diameter. 


tte, 36 Danser 


ing and gold border. 
Banner 
Walnut finish. ( Delivery extra) 


Staff. Made of hardwood with spear head. 


Banner 
exc oc ead extra 


cunen aan veun Stim, 62 Sa aid free on request 
WM. H. DIETZ, Inc. chicaco’snumers 





le with white letter- 
- $3.00 


31:20 


~ 








school. 


The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 











THE AMAZING WITNESS! 


“I surely would like to see some- 
one make a translation of the New 
Testament in our common everyday 
language. The modern translations 
that are out are fine, but I'd like to 
a a translation in the common 

lenges we read in the newspapers 

ak eve ony. More persons 
woul read the Bible if it was 
rinted in our common everyday 
anguage.’ 

is thought was expressed b 
student at the Moody Bible Institute 
to a fellow student in 1940. The 
thought took seed in the heart and 
mind of the second student, and 
seven years later, in 1947, work was 
begun on the AMERICAN COMMON 
SPEECH TRANSLATION of the 
Gospel of John. 

e translator is Ray W. Johnson, 
the second student in the Moody 
Institute scene mentioned above. He 
has come forth with a translation 
that is in our everyday language 
even to the extent of using the com- 
mon. contractions, such as, “won't,” 
“isn’t,” etc. He has omitted the 
verse numberings. These number- 
ings aren’t in the original anyway. 
It looks and reads just like the 
wonderful story that it really is. 
It’s interesting reading even to the 
point where a child can read and 
understand. 

Mr. Johnson has made his trans- 
lation from the Greek, but he has 
also compared every other transla- 
tion available; and even after com- 
pleting his translation he went over 
it time after time, sparing no effort 
to make this the translation that 
truly is in the common language of 





the American people. The finished 
product is something that you will 
truly enjoy reading — and after 
reading it you will want everyone 
else to read it. 

It’s in attractive booklet form 
with a beautiful photo cover in 
color. The title on the cover is 
“The Amazing Witness.” It’s gladly 
received by everyone. Even when 
told what it is, the man on the street 
often says. “Say, that sounds inter- 
esting. I'll surel y read that.” 

An interesting introduction pre- 
cedes the gospel, and the conclusion 
is “Here’s How,” a wonderful soul- 
winning story. 

This new translation of the Gospel 
of John is published by the Life 
Messen gers, interdenominational 
tract publishers in Seattle. The 

rice is 12 copies for $1.00; 50 for 

.00; 100 for $5.50. We are sure you 
willbe. as enthusiastic about the 
American,Common Speech Transla- 
tion of Gospel of John as others 
are, but if for any reason you should 
wish to return them, The Life Mes- 
sengers will grant you a full cash 
refund. So order as many as you 
feel you can use. 

It’s new! It’s wonderful! There's 
nothing else like it! Your Sunday 
school class, and your Christian 
friends as well as your unsaved 
friends will appreciate receivi a 
copy from you. Send your order 
with remittance to: 

THE LIFE MESSENGERS 
P.O. Box 515 


Seattle 11, Wash. 
(Advertisement) 
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We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 


Ss Si styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zi cases 
to fit’ FOWLERS, 113 Mein, Hamburg, New York. 


WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Ministering to the 
young women for 


The new Indian Government demands the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We also need your gifts for our missionary sw on the 
field and our American missionary home on sick leave. Send 
your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 


INCREASE ,7ou% 


EARNINGS 

SELL America’s unexcelled Christmas Cards. 
Also a complete and fast-selling line of Everyday 
Cards. Calendars, Piaq Beautiful Stationery, 
Imprinted Pencils and other gift items. WRITE 
TODAY FOR FREE information. Attractive dis- 
counts on all items. 

GOODPRINT LETTER SHOP 

24 E. High St. Elizabethtown, Pa. 


| yi w.c.A. 


(Unaffiliated) 
of Atlantic City, N. J. 


North Carolina and Pacific Avenues 
One block from Boardwalk 


Activity Program for Children, Young People 
Young Business Girls and Adults includes 


Bible Clubs 

















: oe as fa me Games 
upper Clubs usic Programs 
eas Christian Guidance Ht 
Youth Rallies Discussion Groups 
Christian Home for Employed Girls and Women 


The Aim as Usual 


"Confronting Young Women with the Living 
Christ.” 




















JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 


c lies! leterd. oat , RQ wee | 


dogroce ia numerous ficlde of Vecotionsl 
Specialization. 
Dr. Joha E. Brown, Founder 
For full information, address: 


John E. Brown, Jr. a tee ti 





President 




















LIGHT and WG 
GUIDANCE 


Age -End 
Are YOU reading 


= 


PROPHECY MONTHLY? 
Editors: Keith L. Brooks, V. C. Oltrogge 
Gtaat cone of American Prophetic League, Inc., to 
study material You need this 
tel U.S. 31.20 we loign 31.35, Ome 

Box BB, Eagie Rock Station, Los Angeles 41 
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James M. Gray, William Evans, and 
others, 

Those interested may secure further 
information, a four-page leafiet, Bible 
bookmark, and committal card by send- 
ing an addressed, stamped envelope to 
the Rev. C. J. Boppell, chairman, The 
Bible Mastery Campaign, 2666 37th Ave., 
S. W., Seattle 6. 

wg 


Your Rally Day Service 


NEW Rally Day Service for the 

Sunday school, “God-Given Har- 
vests,” has been prepared by Mary 
Brainerd Smith. It was printed in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times of July 22, and 
is available in convenient pamphlet form 
for use in your- Sunday school on Rally 
Day. 

It includes Scripture responsive read- 
ings, recitations for the various depart- 
ments, hymns set to familiar hymn tunes, 
and the like. 

There is still time to get your supply. 
Just address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 5, and ask for the 1950 Rally Day 
service. The cost is 25 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred. 





Mg 
Family Altar Sunday 


HE Family Altar League of Chicago 

.is inspiring a drive to observe Oc- 
tober 8, 1950, as world-wide Family 
Altar Sunday. It is desired that pastors 
preach on that day on “The Family 
Altar,” and that they seek to win every 
family in their membership to the daily 
observance of family worship. The 
Family Altar League has excellent lit- 
erature fitting for such an observance. 
Just address The Family Altar League, 
52 W. Washington Street, Chicago 2. 
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“Old Fashioned Meeting” 


on Television 


ANY who have heard the voices of 

Charles E. Fuller and the Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour staff on their radios 
for many years will soon be seeing this 
favorite group on television. 

“Old Fashioned Meeting” is the title 
of the new TV program. It will follow 
the same general lines of the Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour, except that it will 
deviate from the revival-type sermon 
and emphasize stories of the Bible, fea- 
turing Mr. and Mrs. Fuller, the choir 
and quartet. The program will have a 
wide appeal to all age groups, but es- 
pecially to those who can recall the li.tle 
old white clapboard country church, the 
old organ, the hard wooden seats, and 
the bell announcing Sunday school and 
church, 

The new program will be telecast 
weekly over the American Broadcast- 
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ing Company TV Network during the 
month of October, with the following 
stations scheduled for Sunday, October 
8, commencement: KECA-TV, Los An- 
geles, 10 p.m.; KGO-TV, San Francisco, 
10 p.m.; WENR-TV, Chicago, 9 p.m; 
WXYZ-TV, De'roit, 10 p.m.; WMAL-TYV, 
Washington, D.C., 10 p.m.; WJZ-TV, New 
York City, 10 p.m.; and WFIL-TV, Phila. 
delphia, 10 p.m, Other stations will fol. 
low, with dates and hours of release to 
be announced. 
we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 24 


3. Important Issues Facing Our Country 
Today (Mic. 4:1-5; Psa. 67:1-7) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ERY few individuals in your young 

people’s group will have any diffi- 
culty in naming a number of important 
issues that face our country today. Most 
of them, either directly or through some 
member of their immediate family or 
through some dear friend of military 
age, will be keenly conscious of the 
issue that our country is facing in Korea, 
Even those who do not anticipate a call 
to the colors must face in the very near 
future an increase in taxes and perhaps 
a curtailment of certain commodities 
that must be restricted for production of 
war materials. 

But the Korean issue leads into more 
far-reaching and more disturbing ques- 
tions that are troubling both our mili- 
tary and civilian leaders. There are 
“How far will Russia 
go in backing Korea?” and, “Will Russia 
herself participate in this conflict, or 
will she encourage Communist China 
to enter it?” The very thought of such 
possibilities suggests a prolonged and 
extremely costly conflict in both mate- 
rials and men. 

Then there is the very delicate situa- 
tion in Europe, and the possibility that 
Russia may move to overrun all of Eu- 
rope before the Western countries can 
arm or be armed to resist her success- 
fully. 

In the Near East, Russia’s desire for 
the Iranian oil fields, from which she 
could obtain much-needed supplies for 
conquest, carries a threat that could 
explode at any time into all-out war. 

The possibility that Red China may 
move to “liberate” Tibet, and eventually 
India, is still another issue that is giving 
the democratic governments great con- 
cern, 

At home, the tension between capital 
and labor, race problems, the constantly 
mounting cost of living, and the efforts 
of the Government to provide for the 
aged and for the sick, all are issues that 
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Lesson for September 24 


even our most experienced and skillful 
statesmen and government officials seem 
to find utterly beyond them. 
b 

It is important, therefore, as Christians, 
that we understand what is behind all the 
contention and animosity and misunder- 
standing that we see between countries, 
political groups, races, and individuals. 
It is a basic difficulty that emerges from 
man’s sinful nature. Instead of loving 
God and seeking to obey Him, man in 
general has turned his back on God, 
preferring to love self. And from self- 
love comes the pride and greed and 
hatred and misunderstanding that are 
causing so much sorrow and trouble in 
the world today. Anyone of the diffi- 
culties that have been named could be 
resolved if all of the individuals con- 
cerned were willing to turn to God, and 
let Him transform their hearts so that 
they would be filled with His love, and 
consideration, and compassion, and con- 
cern for others. 

we 


Now there have been a number of 
efforts along purely human channels to 
bring about good will and understanding 
and accord between nations and indi- 
viduals. The most recent of these efforts 
ig now in operation in the United 
Nations. We have all seen, in recent 
weeks, how ineffective the United Nations 
has been to prevent or stop a war of 
aggression, and how an unprincipled or 
greedy nation or group of nations, drunk 
with a thirst for power, can block effec- 
tively the efforts of other nations to sit 
down together and settle differences in 
areasonably fair and honest way with- 
out resorting to violence. 

And it will ever be thus as long as 
there are individuals or groups of indi- 
viduals with evil, unregenerate hearts, 
determined to have their own way in- 
stead of God’s way in the affairs of this 
world and of their own personal lives. 
This need not deter us from supporting 
every good and honest and reasonable 
effort, such as the United Nations, but 
it should also open our eyes to the truth 
that until something is done in men’s 
hearts, we cannot expect men to live 
together in peace and love and mutual 
regard. As long as there are unregen- 
etate hearts, ruthless men and nations 
will have to be controlled by force. 

, RK 

The Scripture lessons chosen for this 
Week bear out this truth. Notice that 
the verses in Micah 4 begin with the 
statement that “in the last days it shall 
tome to pass, that the mountain of the 
house of the Lord shall be established 
inthe top of the mountains” (Mic, 4:1). 

Ss, in the Scriptures, are fre- 

quently used as symbols for nations or 

“The mountain of the house 

of the Lord” points to the millennial 

Kingdom of the Lord Jesus that will be 

Setup and administered from Jerusalem 
. 


‘A 
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when He returns in person. . It will be 
set up or “exalted” above all the other 
kingdoms, for it will be a universal 
kingdom (v. 2). 

It will also be a peaceful kingdom (v. 
3), and one in which the administration 
will be absolutely impartial and fair. 

It will be a kingdom in which there 
will be universal prosperity (v. 4) and 
security, and in which God will be hon- 
ored and obeyed. 


Psalm 67, which is the second portion 
chosen for this week, echoes these same 
great truths, and reminds us that, only 
when all the people honor and praise 
and revere God will the nation be glad 
and sing for joy; and only under His 
righteous judgment can this time of joy 
and blessing and universal prosperity 
be experienced. 

ye 


However, the contemplation of this 
blessed time when the Lord Jesus is 
reigning in person upon this earth should 
neither discourage us nor cause us to 
become inactive in this present day in 
which we live. While we are expecting 
His imminent return, and looking for- 
ward with anticipation to the blessings 
of His millennial reign, we must also be 
busy about our Father’s businss, doing 
all that we can, both individually and 
collectively, to make Him known to 
others who do not now know Him. 

We can and should live consistent 
Christian lives before unbelievers, dem- 
onstrating, in a measure, what it will be 
like when Christ is reigning and ruling 
in every heart, and making those who 
do not know Him hungry for the sat- 
isfaction and peace that only Christ can 
give. 

We can pray for our government and 
our national leaders in these days of 
crisis, and, as we have seen in the two 
earlier topics under this general head 
of “Making Our Nation Christian,” we 
can do everything within our power to 
see that righteous men are placed in 
positions of authority in our land, and 
that righteous laws are enacted and en- 
forced. 

And we may rightly take courage in 
the fact that God is still on the throne 
and controlling the affairs of this old 
world, in spite of the lawless, evil, and 
selfish men who would have their own 
way. He will not permit them to go 
beyond the bounds of His will. Hopeless 
though some conditions may seem at 
times, God will bring out of them his 
own plans and purposes, which will 
culminate in the righteous and universal 
reign of His own Son. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Most of the grand truths of God have 
to be learned by trouble; they must be 
burned into us by the hot iron of afflic- 
tion, otherwise we shall not truly re- 
ceive them.—Charles H. Spurgeon. ~ 
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Yow 
nnouncing 
THE NEW 


CRADLE ROLL 
COURSE 


TIES THE HOME 
TO THE CHURCH 









. . » Here is a Christ-honoring pro- 
gram designed to reach the homes 
of your community and help you 
claim the lives of newborn infants 
for Christ. 


BABY’S GUIDE PACKET 


Cradle Roll Department of the 
All-Bible Graded Series 
The way to reach the child during his 
first two years is through his parents, 
and this packet is planned for just that 
purpose. It includes the following: 
@ 12 Leaflets with spiritual 
guidance for parents. 
4-page messages in color 
Leoflet Binder 
2 Birthday Cards 
Welcome Certificate 
Promotion Certificate 
Packet Envelope with form on 
one side to record name, 
address, birthday, parents’ 
names, and delivery date 


of each letter. packet 75¢ 


BABY’S GUIDE MANUAL 


Sixteen poges of challenging informa- 
tion. Includes suggesti on organi 

tion, value of cradle roll, proper methods 
of visitation, and many other important 


topics. each 25¢ 


Order these new materials 
TODAY .. Or get free booklet 


1'M INTERESTED! Please send the ALl- 
BIBLE Cradle Roll materials checked 
below. 

(C0 BABY’S GUIDE PACKET @ 75¢ . thoes 
( BABYS GUIDE MANUAL @ 25¢ 
; Amount enclosed $.. i ame 
i a charge order, check here [) ond indicate 
church below. 





Pastor [1], $. S. Supt. £), Dir. Chr 
Sec. (), other... d 


PLEASE SEND FREE BOOKLET 
“Bring the School 





Sunday 
te the Home’ for additional 
information on your Cradle 
Roll materiols. 














Order trom your favorite dealer or 
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GOOD PROFIT *css.r.° 


Show our ular, fast-selli line—SCRIPTURE 
TEXT CHRISTMAS C. . Everyday Cards, 
Plaques, Calendars, Beautiful Stationery, Bibles, 
Books, Novelties, Lovely Gifts, etc. Good profit coolly 
made. Satisfaction guaranteed. Write today for full 
information and liberal Wholesale Price List. 


C. W. BOYER C0., Dept. ST Dayton 5, Ohio 








WANTED 


YOUNG WOMEN AND YOUNG 
MEN (AGE 18 to 35) TO TRAIN 
FOR NURSING. 


GENEROUS REMUNERATION 
WITH MAINTENANCE 


Pleasant home surroundings 
Churches in immediate vicinity 


Write to Supervisor of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
Wyckoff, New Jersey 














Christian Writing 











A spare-time profession in 
which you can earn money and 
also be of real service to the 
Christian cause. 





STUDY AT HOME IN 

YOUR SPARE TIME 
Join the hundreds of students in Christian Writers 
Instituce who are seeing their names in print and 
receiving editors’ checks om pg oa material. 
Only 35 starts you—toral cost snner's course 
$15 Write today for a FREE SAMPLE LESSON 
and full information. No obligation 


Write Dept. SS-90 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash, Chicogo 5, Illinois 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


a new name for 


The National Bible Institute 








The Board of Regents of the University of 
the State of New York has authorized the 
change in name and also the granting of the 
Bachelor of Arts degree. 


The name is changed, but not the Bible 
emphasis or the Bible training program. 
SHELTON COLLEGE is a liberal arts col- 
lege founded on, the historic Christian faith 
and the authority of the Word of God. 


Majors available in many fields. Write for 
catalog. 
SHELTON COLLEGE 
340 West 55th St. :-: New York 19, N.Y. 
A Christian college program in the 


heart of New York City, free from all 
entangling alliances with modernism. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman 
Citizen. By Wm. M. Ramsay, LL.D. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$3.50.) Baker Book House has done the 
Christian world a real service in re- 
printing a book that Bible students have 
had difficulty in obtaining for many 
years— often at the expense of much 
time spent in haunting secondhand book 
shops. Now this significant and useful 
work of Sir William Ramsay is again 
available. In this book, Ramsay deals 
with the archaeological and historical 
background of Paul’s life and journeys, 
beginning with his ancestry and fol- 
lowing him through Galatia to the 
churches in Macedonia, and then on to 
Athens, Corinth, Jerusalem, and Rome. 
When one remembers that Ramsay be- 
gan his studies, holding to the view that 
the “mistakes” in the Book of Acts were 
due to the fact that it was fabricated 
in the second century, it is reassuring 
to know that Ramsay’s researches in 
Asia Minor led him to a much more 
conservative position. While one should 
read this volume with discernment, it 
will be a real addition to any Bible stu- 
dent’s library. 


The Christian Religious Education of 
Older People. By Paul B. Maves. (Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, New York 10; $1, paper.) This 
recent publication of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches is useful only as a fresh 
illustration of the mental impoverish- 
ment and uselessness of Federal Council 
literature. Its final “conclusions” are 
that “religious education of old people 
is important; that it is not as effective 
as it ought to be; that this is because 
pastors are without professional compe- 
tence; and that the church has an im- 
portant part to play in helping persons 
to find meaningfulness in later matur- 
ity.” For the development of this thesis 
ninety-one pages are required and $1 is 
the price. Caveat emptor! (Purchaser, 
beware !) 

we 


Another Cave-Find in Palestine 
(Continued from page 761) 


the fifth day of the month” can be either 
September i7, 592 B.C., or August 29, 
593 B.C. 

Finegan points out that the applica- 
tion of the archaeological materials to 
the problem results in a tabulation of 
the events that constitutes a “self-con- 
tained and consistent chronological 
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scheme” (p. 65). The only question that 
remains to be settled is whether Jehoia- 


chin’s captivity began in 597 or 59 
B.C., but, says Finegan, “Reckoning from 
either year, the notations in Ezekiel fal] 
into a comprehensible pattern” (p. 65). 
This recent study showing the con- 
sistency of the chronology of Ezekie] 
thus provides additional evidence for 
the genuineness of that Biblical book, 





Bible Lands Cruise 


HEATON College announces plans 

for the Fourth Wheaton Bible 
Lands Cruise, scheduled to sail from 
New York February 15, 1951, and return. 
ing to America the end of March or 
first part of April, 1951. The tour is 
open to Christians throughout the coun- 
try. It is estimated that the cost of the 
trip, including all boat travel, all sched- 
uled travel in Palestine, hotel lodging, 
meals, and private cars, will be $1,0% 
(if certain tentative sailings are sched- 
uled), or $1,190 if present sailings and 
schedules are maintained, 

Businessmen and others, who wish to 
save three weeks or more of travel time, 
may make the trip by plane, joining the 
party in the Holy Land. It is estimated 
that the flight by plane will be $140 addi- 
tional ($1,330 total), although all these 
prices are tentative at this early date 
and subject to any changes that may 
take place until final prices can be later 
announced. 

College students may make the trip 
and be away from college the second 
semester without losing any*time in their 
college career. A three-hour course in 
archaeology is offered during the trip, 
and, by attending summer school (in- 
cluding inter-session the last part of 
June), twelve more hours may be 
earned, giving a total of fifteen hours, 
which is a normal semester load. 

For further information on the trip, 
write to Dr. Joseph P, Free, director of 
Bible Lands Cruise, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


WHEATON, ILL, 
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Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
(Continued from second page) 


lowers Himself to wash the disciples’ 
feet, it is certainly touching and edify- 
ing. But it is not so much a matter of 
the humiliation and poverty of Jesus as 
of His disciples. It is precisely because 
Peter is as he is that he has urgent need 
of being washed by Jesus. Woe to him 
who does not accept humbly or who 
says, “I have no need”! Disciples have 
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weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
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feet on the ground, and to them, in a 
manner, is applicable the word to the 
serpent, “On thy belly shalt thou go 
and eat the dust of the earth.” Chris- 
tians’ feet will be dust-stained as long 
as they walk the ways of this earth. 
They need constant washing, “You are 
pure because you are baptized in My 
name.” That is irrevocable. Our sins 
have been pardoned once for all, but we 
need daily pardon. This is why Christ 
added to the initial sacrament of bap- 
tism the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
While taking part in the Lord’s Supper, 
we receive the perfect purification ac- 
complished on the cross. We bring to 
the Communion our stains that the Lord 
may cleanse them as He washed the dis- 
ciples’ feet. 

When Peter objected, Jesus said, “If 
I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
me.” That word is decisive on the 
Necessity of participating in the Lord’s 

r. It is an abnormal thing for 
baptized Christians to feel no need to 
approach the Holy Table. May there not 
be a relation between this indifference 
and voluntary abstention from the Com- 
Munion, and our lack of love? 

A Christian worker has said: “When 
Tmeet men who are harsh and unable 
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to love because life has been hard on 
them, I counsel them to take part fre- 
quently in the Lord’s Supper. It:is there 
that the trodden garden will bloom 
afresh. Many places ought to be brought 
back to cultivation, not only around 
houses and in parks, but in married life, 
in families, among our people. Let 
Jesus plant anew these abandoned gar- 
dens. He wants to see flowers open and 
fruit ripen.” 

Christ judges us according to our faith. 
Always anew it is to faith that He calls 
us. Men who have not His discernment 
judge us according to our love. A sure 
intuition reveals the love of Christ in 
us. They hunger and thirst for love. 
“By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.” 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





September 18 to 24 


Mon.—Acts 22:6-15. 
Paul’s Conversion Story. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Chosen ,. . that 
thou shouldest know his will, and see 
that Just One, and shouldest hear the 
voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be 
his witness unto all men.” Paul’s con- 
version sets the pattern for all conver- 
sions to Christ. Salvation ‘comes to all 
from the same person, in the same way, 
by the same Word and through the 
power of the same Holy Spirit. The 
evidence of such conversions will be 
obedience. Today many seem to want 
assurance of salvation without repent- 
ance toward God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Pray for'evangelists and 
Bible teachers. 


Tues.—Acts 16:9-15. : 
A Missionary to Europe. 


Prayer Succestions: “After he had 
seen the vision, immediately we en- 
deavoured to go into Macedonia, as- 
suredly gathering that the Lord had 
called us for to preach the gospel unto 
them.” Men obedient to the heavenly 
calling are the real missionaries, Paul’s 
ministry gives to all missionaries the 
right motive, message, and manner of 
life and labor. Follow him as he fol- 
lowed Christ, and you will certainly 
succeed. The same spiritual fitness and 
faithfulness will have spiritual results. 
Pray for all accepted candidates for 
missionary service. 


Wed.—Acts 18:5-11. 
Evangelizing a Pagan City. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Corinth” (v, 1). 
The major revivals mentioned in the 
New Testament were in the great cities. 
Big cities are as easy for the Spirit of 
God to move as any other. Jerusalem, 
Samaria, Philippi, Corinth,.and Ephesus 
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For the Kiddies! ee 


il] | Tracts making the Gospel plain for 
i] children. 
it Happened at Camp 
(for 12-year-olds) 
Mary’s Little Lamb 
(for 8-year-olds) 
Written by Bible Club workers 
Simple—tIllustrated—Winsome 
Each, 100 for 50 cents 
Sample of each of our tracts, 50c 


American Tract 
21 W. 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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New ... “PETER AND JOHN” 


Six sheets of suede-bock paper with 65 full- 
color subjects. Illustrated teacher's manual shows 
the eleven scenes and gives complete directions. 
No. 2173.. Ea., $1.00 


New .. . “SUPPLEMENTARY OBJECTS” 


Forty full-color subjects on six sheets of suede- 
back paper. Objects from home, palace, synagogue, 
end outdoors—for use with all Pict-O-Graph stories. 
ois oa cinaisdiscdicsdcueaiostipvtetinlleiaediatidenemana ae 


New . . . “PICT-O-GRAPH PATTERNS” 


Twelve 19x 25-inch sheets of full-size potterns 
for making your own scenery. Includes houses, trees, 
city walls, fiery furnace, hills, rivers, and mony 
other subjects. Flannel not included. 


New ... “HOW TO USE FLANNELGRAPH” 


Helpful guidebook shows you what flonneigraph 
is, what to buy, how to prepare, how to use, how 
to prepare your own lessons, and how to enlarge 
the use of flannelgraph in your teaching. 32 
YY eerste See 





* Nine other sets on Life of Christ, Old Testa- 
ment Stories, and Missionary Stories are oe for 
you. Each full-color, suede paper and only $1.00, 
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nuities are backed by an ample reserve fund which 
cannot be touched for Institute operating expenses. 
It is maintained solely for the protection of’ Moody 
annuitants. In addition every resource of the Insti- 
tute—buildings, equipment, 
annuity agreements. 


etc.—stands back of 


RECORD OF DEPENDABILITY. Since the Moody 
annuity plan was organized 44 years ago, dividends 
have always been paid in full and on time. 


AMOUNT OF RETURN NEVER CHANGES. You are 
assured of a generous, fixed income for life because 
dividends from Moody annuities are always for the 
same amount regardless of depressions or fluctua- 
tions in business trends. 


You also receive great joy and satisfaction from 
knowing that through your annuities souls are won 
Your gifts are used to train young men 


and women for effective service all over the world, 
as well as for the many other soul-winning minis- 
tries of Moody Bible Institute. 
Our illustrated booklet, “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” tells 
you all about the Moody annuity plan, how it can 
be arranged to suit your circumstances and provide 
possible tax exemptions. 
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were different in some ways, but al 
in these places required the quickening 
ministry of the Spirit through Spirit. 
filled, directed, and devoted ministers 
Men in like situations with like grace 
and power will turn many to righteous. 
ness. Let all Christian workers exam. 
ine the character, work, and witness of 
Paul. Pray for the stirring of our cities 
by the Spirit of God. 


Thurs.—Acts 21:7-14. 
Willing To Die for the Gospel, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am ready not 
to be bound only, but also to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” Paul’s ambition was to glorify 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He said: “To 
me to live is Christ,” and, “Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life, or by death” (Phil. 1:21, 29). 
The thing that mattered most to Paul 
was doing the will of God. What we 
do about Christ's call to cross-bearing 
and self-denial tells whether Paul’s am- 
bition is ours. Pray for ministers in 
hard places, that their faith may not 
fail under strain. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 1:18-25. 
Paul’s Message, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The preaching 
of the cross.” Christ and the Cross are 
still the dominant themes of true min- 
isters of Christ. The title “Christ” in 
volves His resurrection. “God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 
2:36). The risen Saviour’s cross must 
be our glory forever. Who He was and 
by what means He wrought our salvation 
and made it available to us should be the 
main theme of God’s witnesses. Pray 
for your minister. 


Sat.—Philippians 1:12-20. 
The Heroism of Paul. 


PRAYER SucGcEsTIons: “Christ shall be 
magnified in my body, whether it be by 
life, or by death.” The martyr spirit 
appears in apostles. Paul counted not 
his life dear when serving Christ. The 
highest testimony and fruitage is born 
by those to whom Jesus is more than 
life. Pray for Christians in Korea and 
China. 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 
Paul’s Unswerving Purpose. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I determined 
not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 
The compound name of Jesus sets be- 
fore us His birth, life, death, and res- 
urrection. “Jesus” represents His 
humanity, and “Christ” His deity. By 
His resurrection, He is declared to be 
the Son of God with power. And 
since this truth constitutes the Gos- 
pel, which is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth, 
let us determine it shall be our fixed 
purpose to present Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified to the world. Pray for 
Chile. 
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